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AM too well acquainted with your Zeal 
[ for the Advancement of Medicinal Know- 
edge, to believe you expect any Excuſe 
from me for propoſing a Method of reliev- 
ing the Gout, ſomewhat different from 
yours, tho, perhaps, calculated to anſwer 
the ſame Intentions; This is, therefore, no 
Part of my Deſign : Inſtead of that, I am to 
return you, thus publickly, my Thanks, for 
my Recovery from the molt violent of Fevers, 
attended with purple Eruptions, and a ma- 
lignant Thruſh ; which I am abundantly. 
ſenſible I owe to your Abilities in your Pro- 
feſſion, and Care in attending me during 
the Time I laboured under it. OS 
It is very unuſual for Dedicators to cen- 
| ſure the Conduct of the Perſon to whom 
they dedicate; I muſt, however, thus far 
deviate from an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, as to 
blame you for neglecting to vindicate your 
Character from ſome Aſperſions that have been 
thrown upon you ; becauſe I think they ma 
interfere with your Intereſt, however little 
they may affect your Paſſions. For tho' the 
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DE DICAT ION 
Zeal of your Friends is very great, and your 
Protectors Perſons of the higheſt Rank; yet 
Intereſt, Malice, Caprice, or Error, may in- 
ſinuate Untruths derogatory to the Repu- 
tation I am certain you would wiſh to have 
among Men of Honour and Probity. You 
are ſenſible that few People are ſo very 
malicious, but there -are others as weak” to 
believe them, and wicked enough to pro- 
pagate the Scandal. _ 
The infamous Falſities which have been 
induſtriouſly ſpread with regard to your 
Conduct to the late Sir Jobn Eyles, ſhould 
awake your Attention, and excite you to 
vindicate your ſelf in the moſt pablick man- 
ner. For tho the Family of that worthy 
Gentleman, to my certain Knowledge, 
omit no Opportunity of doing you Juſtice ; 
yet as tis impoſſible their Influence ſhould 
extend every where, Malice may forge Cir- 
cumſtances to your Prejudice, and wound 
yon in Whiſpers, where it may not be in 
their Power to vindicate your Character. 


1 am, Sir, 
Dur moſt obliged humble Servant, 


 Southampton-ftreet Covent - Gardens 
May 11, 745. 


. JAMES, 
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Ne MONG the many Cauſes tha 
WE have retarded the Improve 
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Series of Vears, perhaps none of the leaſt 
conſiderable has been an ill. jodged Attach- 


ment of its Profeſſors to particular Syſtems of 


Theory and Modesof Practice; inſomuch that, 


in a thouſand Inſtances, with which the Hi- 
ſtory of Phyſic furniſhes us, they have treated 
with Inſolence and Contempt thoſe, who have 


ments, which might Ll 


made in Phyſic, in a long 
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the Reputation of many excellent Medicines 


2 A DISSERTATION oz 

Mankind, if it had the leaſt Appearance 
of Novelty, ot thwarted any commonly te- 
ceived Opinion, however erroneous. Thus 


and Methods of Practice, has been fifled, as 
it were, in the. Cradle, whilſt others have, 
not without Difficulty, overcome an unrea- 


ſonable Oppoſition, after the utmoſt Efforts 


of the Candid to ſupport them for more than 
Half a Century. G50 de Example of thi we 

have in the Peruvian Bark; and another in 

Antimony. With reſpect to theè latter, it is re- 
markable, that after Beil Valentine had, by an 
mfinite Namber of Experiments, proved, that 
the internal Uſe of this Mineral was not only 
fe, but that it was an excellent Remedy in 
many obſtinate Diſtempers; , and after Puructi- 


as, Matthiolus „Angelus Sala, and many others, 


had confirmed his Sentiments, Greu/ms, how- 
ever contrary to the Evidence of his Senſes, 
had the Confidence to aflert boldly;that Anti- 
mony was a moſt deleterious Poiſon; and, in 
1566, the medicinal Uſe of Antimony Wag 
not only prohibited by the Faculty of Phyſic 
at Paris, but even by a Decree of the Parlia« 
ment. In 1609, Paulmier was expelled the 
ſame Faculty, for having preſcrib'd it; and 


3 Wee continued till 1666, when 
"11; n the 
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the Phyßciant were permitted 10 wie: kw 
their Practice. 11818. 2111 
This unsgceountable Prejy dice of Parkes | 
againt any Novelty, however ratiqnal or. well 
atteſted, probably gave the Hint to the ce. 
kbrated Moliere, when he introduced A. the 
diculous Phyſician in one of his Comedies, 
of repreſenting him as applauding himſelf far 
having ſuſtained a Theſis againſt the more 
Diſcovery of the Circulation of the Blood. 

It is our peculiar Happineſs to live in an 
Age of more Candour, wherein Phyſicians 
ate generally too well bred to contradi& by 
way of Inſult, and too rational to deny the 
Evidence af their Senſes. And, if this Woolf 
not happen to be the Caſe, Mankind are, in 


our Days, for the moſt Part inclined to for 
Judgments for themſelves, and to ſuſpect u BY 
reaſonable Oppoſition to proceed either fror 
Stupidity or Wickedneſs. 
This Diſpoſition i in the Gentlemen of the 

Faculty, and of Mankind in general, has-en'- 

couraged.me to lay before the Public what 
have read, What 1 have heard, and what” 1 
know from my. own Experience, relative ton 
Particular Method of Treating the Jeaft | 
refiſtible of all Diſtempers, the Gout. Nor 
bt the he only. Motive; for 1 den it inde- 
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4 A DISSERTATION on 

ſpenſibly my Duty, in the firſt Place; and, 
in the next, as the Declarations I have fre- 
quently made in Public, That I had Reaſon 
to hope and believe, that the Gout was, at 
leaſt, in an high Degree, relievable, have been 


ſometimes treated as chimerical, I thought it 


incumbent upon me to make public the Rea- 
ſons for my Aſſertions, in order to avoid the 


Reproach of Singularity, Empiriciſm, or an 


ill-grounded Affectation of Novelty, 
With reſpect to what I have read upon this 


Subje&, the many well-atteſted Hiſtories of 


Cures performed by Cneuffelius are, in the firſt 


Place, worthy of Notice. This Phyſician 


was the Son of a Surgeon of Bautzen in Lu- 


fatia. He is repreſented to have been per- 
fectly well acquainted with the Latin and 


Greek medicinal Writers, and had the Repu- 
tation of being an excellent Chymiſt. He 
took the Degree of Doctor in Phyſic at Straf- 
burgh; and there maintained in a Theſis, 
that the Gaut was curable, contrary to the 


Sentiments of all preceding Phyſicians, This 
excited an almoſt univerſal Clamour againſt 
him; and he was branded, as is uſual, with the 


infamous Titles of Impoſtar, and Quack by 


his Contemporaries. This, however, did nat 
prevent his being made principal Phyſician to 


N 


| the Gout and Rheumatiſm. 3 
Oladiflaus IV. King of Poland; whom he 
is ſaid to have cured of a very ſevere Gout: 
The moſt circumſtantial Account we have-of 
the Cures performed by Creuffelius, is in a 
Letter to the celebrated De Laet from Chris 
fopher Arciſeoſi, a Polander by Birth, but 
employed in Brefil in the Poſts of Supetin- 
tendant of the Ordnance, and Colonel of a 

Regiment; who, ſenſible of the Value of 
Cneuffelius's Medicines, and touched with a 
grateful Senſe of the Service his Phyſician had 
done him, gives the following Account of his 
Caſe ; which, tho' deſperate in itſelf, and 
complicated with various terrible Diſorders, 
was nevertheleſs totally cured by Gneuflius.” 

Arciſſewſti was naturally of a valetu- 
dinary Habit, which was ſtill rendered worſr 
by the Fatigues of three Expeditions into #- 
merica, in which he paſſed the Equator ſix 
Times. But in the Year 1639, returning 
from Brafil in the forty-ſeventh Tear of his 
Age, he was ſeized with more frequent Ca- 
tarrhs, and a more violent Cough than he 
had ever laboured under before. To theſe 
were added ſevere Pains, ariſing from the 
Stone.in the Kidneys, But this was not the 

Whole of his Misfortune ; for, in 3640, he 
was ſeized with the Gout, which for that 
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' Year was tolerable; but, in 1641, very 
violent, and in 1642 fo racking, that he 
could neither move his Legs, nor turn him- 
ſelf in Bed, without the Aſſiſtance of a Ser- 
Asa it is natural to ſeck the Removal of Pain, 
cis Gentleman, with great Care and Expence, 

conſulted the beſt Phyſicians in Holland, who 

| d uncommon Quantities of Pills, | 
Potions, ſudoriſic Draughts, and antiſcorbu- 
Q required. But all theſe were of little ar 

no. Service; for during his Paroxyſms he 
wes totally deprived. of Strength, and his Ap- 
petite was almoſt entirely Joſt. He was, alſo, 
afflicted with unſeemly and continual œdema- 
tous Swellings of the Feet, and with a perpe- 
mal ringing Noiſe in his Ears; and even when 
He was in his moſt caſy State, and free from 
the Paroxyſms, he was reduced fo low that 
he could not riſe from the Table, ner go up 
and down. Stairs, but very flowly, and with 
4be greateſt Uneaſineſß. 
In this Condition, he inn met with 
CGneuffelius, whoſe Advice he ſorthwith 
aſked, becauſe he knew chat he bad cured his 
Soyereign the Ring of Poland OT Vio- 
lent Gout., (Gets Save him the proper 
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Directiom, and the Medicine he uſed in ar 
thritic Caſes, which he began to take on tha 
24th of Jul 1642, and had a 
pleted im a Year's Time. „nn acti 
But, in ordet to give all poſſible a 
tion telating to his Caſe, Arciſſi uni has 
given us a very circumſtantial Detail of the 
Effects the Medicine had upon him, and of 
the various States he was in during its Uſe. 


1 For the firſt three Months, he was 


troubled with a Pain of the Throat and Fau- 
ces, which were itritated by the Acidity of 
his Potions. Dae Uta thit Tame 
- Daring the time of malic this Medicine, 
the various Excretions, fiom which the Pro- 
perties of Medicines may be, in ſome Wir 
e were as follow: 
His Stools, from the 24th of Fuh 1683. 
3 12th of March 1643, were of ſoreiga 
and unnataral Colours; for about the fut 
eight Weeks, they were blacker than Ink z 
for about fix Weeks after, they were of a 
blackiſhgreen, tho' {till af a deep-black:Caft. 
Afterwards this black Colour daily tended 
more and more to what we common cala 
dea-green. But his Stools ſometimes teſumtrl 
_ black — when his mat acid So- 


tions 
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tions were exhibited; for the Doctor, in a 
Letter to his Patient, informed him, that he 
interpoſed demulcent with acrid Potions, that 
the Humours of the Body might. not, like 
the Waters in a narrow Creek of the Sea, be 
continually agitated upwards and downwards, 
but, at proper Intervals, be ſoothed and eom- 
poſed. This Change of the Colour of the 
Excrements, the Patient for a long time 
aſcribed to Vitriol alone, the manifeſt Taſte 
of which he perceived in his Potions ; for he 
| obſerved, that thoſe Perſons had black Stools, 
who uſed the vitriolic Waters in Germany, 
Hungary, and particularly at the Spaw : But 
as the Patient's Excrements afterwards loſt 
their preternatural Colour whilſt he perſiſted 
in the Uſe of the ſame Potion, he concluded 
that ſomething lodg'd in his Body and In- 
teſtines contributed to the unuſual Co- 
lour of his Stools. At laſt, in thirty-two 
Weeks time, his Stools reſum'd their __ 
yellow Colour. 

He obſerv'dat the ſame time, that his Stook 
had not their natural fetid Smell, but rather 
that of Gooſes Dung, ſo long as their preter- 
natural Colour continued; that at the Time 
they were of a blackiſh green Colour, their 
ne: wa that of Muſk, and 
5 that 
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the Gout and Rheumatiſm. 9 
that they had a kind of fiſhy Smell, when 
his Body was very ſoluble and his Stools li- 

quid like thoſe of a Perſon to whom a Purge 
has been exhibited. th 
As to the Copfiſtence of his Stools,” ſo 
long as the preternatural Colour remain'd, 
they were — harder and ſmaller in 
Quantity than uſual, tho' he was never c- 
ſtive, but had at leaſt one Stool a Day. He 
alſo, obſery'd that to his Excrements, when 
bard, there adher'd a kind of yellow Muci- 
lage here and there, which was not n 
with the common Blackneſs. | 
As for the liquid Stools reſembling thoſe 
generally produced by Purges, theſe very 
rarely happen'd during the uſe of Cneuffelips's 
Pation, and were accurately obſerv'd by the 
Patient, becauſe they ſeem'd to evince the re- 
markable Efficacy of the Medicine, Accord- 
ingly he tells us, that on the ad of December 
1642, when he was-ſeiz'd with a violent and 
ſudden Stimulus to go to Stool, he, together 
indurated Faces, evacuated two or threę 
Ounces of a greyiſh or cineritious Colour, 
like that diſcharg d in Diarrbæas. The Pati- 
ent at firſt imagin'd that this proceeded from 
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of-his Potion, which at that time was more 
acrid than uſual, but as he afterwards found 
no ſuch Effect, he concluded that the Liquor 
had been evacuated from his Spleen. On the 


2 5th of November 1642, after he had in the 
Morning diſcharg'd many nidorous Eructati- 


ons, taſting of roaſted Eggs, which by the 
Patient were look d upon as his uſual Signs 
of a bad Concoction, he was ſeiz d with a 
copious Diarrhæa, che Matter of which was 
of a greyiſh green Colour. Between the Ri- 
ſing of the Sun and Noon he diſcharg'd five 
liquid Stools with great Vehemence and very 
copious : But this Diarrhea ceas'd directly. 
Bat it was remarkable, that on this Day, tho' 
he evacuated a large Quantity of Humours 
by Stool, Sweat, Expectoration, and Urine, 
yet no Loſs of Strength ſucceeded, On the 
18th of February 1643, about the New Moon, 
Nature and the Medicine again produc'd the 
Purgings, which had ceas'd for ſome: time, 
but which then proceeded in the following 
Manner. The Night before, the Patient ob- 
ſerv'd ſome ſmall Pains in his left Side, and 
Punctures in his Spleen, which next Day were 
ſucceeded by four liquid Stools of a greyiſh 
Colour. On the 22d of the ſame Month, he 


had two Stools of à like Nature; and on the 
_ 24th 


— 
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24th, three. On theſe Days he bad not his 
uſual Diſcharge of hard Fæces. On the firſt 
of March 1643; tho he had ſupp d very ſpa-· 

ringly, yet in the Night-time he Was trou- 
bled with Eructations, which ſmelld of Cru- 
dities; and next Day he had four copious li- 
quid Stools of a ey green Colour. On the 
3d of the ſame Month, he was troubled with 
crude EruRations, which next Day were ſuc- 
ceeded by five copious liquid Stools, of a grey- 
iſn green Colour, and diſcharg d with much 
Noiſe and Wind. After Dinner he had a 
ſixth Stool which was more intenſely green, 
and fill'd the whole Room with a Smell re- 
fembling that of putrid Fiſh, On the 4th of 
March the like happen'd to him. On the 
th of March he had his uſual Diſcharge of 
hard Fæces; but on the 6th had five large li- 


n, quid Stools of a greyiſh Colour; the firſt four 

ie of which approach d ſomewhat; to their na- 

e, tural yellow. Colour, but the fifth was of a 
ng greeniſh Colour or like that of the Spleen. On 
b- the 7th 8th and gth he had each Day one li- 
nd quid Stool, but of a natural yellow Colour, 
ere and was afflicted with Flatulencies. On the 


10th in the Morning he had five liquid Stools; 
the firſt three of which were of a natural yel. 


low * but the other two of a greyiſh. — 
| C 2 
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green Caſt. After Dinner he had a 6th Stool, 
of a liquid Conſiſtence, of a pale green Co- 
lour, and of a diſagreeable Smell, reſembling 
that of putrid Fiſh. But the acid Eructations 
remaining after this Courſe of Purging, indi- 
cited that there wete till more Sordes lodg d 
in his Body, On the 11th of March from 
Midnight to Noon this ſpontaneous Purging 
continued, and the Patient had eight liquid 
Stools, not of a greyiſh green, but only ef a 
greyiſh Colout, On the 14th of Marth ih 
the Morning he had one Stool of a moderate 
Conſiſtence and of a natural yellow Colour, 
and towards the Evening he had another of 
the like kind. After this the preternatural 
Colour never appear d, and the Purging cad 
nm, 

During the reſt of the Cute, that is, from 
33th of March to the laſt of Ju, his Stools 


remain'd in their natural Colour and Conditl- 
on; and his Body continuing always ſoluble, 
n or at Raſt: cans 
natural Stool. 

As for his Urine; he tells us tht Crenfelius' 
copious 


Medicine generally produc d a more 
Diſcharge in others than in himſelf, by which 
means it evacuated the principal Part of the 


; n Tartar, — whoſe 
| Caſe 


bad a 


the Gout and Rheumatiſm. 13 
Caſe ſhall afterwards be related, obſery'd. in 
kimielf. But in our preſent Patient this did 
' not happen; or if it dd, it was in a very 
ſmall Degree as hie corjeRtures, . becauſe he 
foreated copiouſly. Whilſt he was under the 
| Golenic Regimen, and before he 2 
1 ˙8 Potion, his Urine was cbpious, thin, and 
watery ; bite duting the Uſe ef that Medicine 
his Urine was higher colour'd than it had been 


for maity Tears before ; the ſometimes he 


copious Diſcharge of limpid Uriah. 
Beſides, he lad no Coftoſions, Itching, of Ti- 
tillations it bis Urinary Paſſages, ſuch as thoſe. 
genetally ptoduc d in bthers by the diſſolo d ſa- 

Une Tattae; Beſides the Sediment, there alſo 
appear d Particles floating in the lower Part 
of the Urine. Thus if in a Morning his Urine 
wes fecgiv d inte a Glaſs, it was ſeparated, as 
it were, into an inferior and ſuperior Part, the 
hater of which was generally clear end wal 

eolour'd; whilſt the former, beſides the Sedi- 
ment adhering to the Bottom, had always 
foinething turbid. In the Sediment lifelf 
chere was | generally a large Quantity of 
argillaceons Slime, which Greaffilins general» 
ly us d to tall Ho Tartur. As during his G- 
Jenic Regimen, & alſu under that of G 
3 there appear'd in his. — el 


Grains 
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Grains of Sand, and ſometimes whitiſh, tho 
very rarely. During the whole of his Cate 
his Urine was generally frothy, : 
Before he began the Uſe of Oneufflius's Pe- 
tion, he ſpontaneouſly ſweated copiouſly every 
Evening, partly, as he tells us, froma natural In- 
clination to that Evacuation, and perhaps from 
the liberal Uſe of Sudorific Decoctions under 
the Galenic Regimen, His Sweats continu- 
ed under the Uſe of Cneuffel/ius's Medicine, fo 
that for five Months ſucceſſively he ſweated 
profuſely. As the Dactor did not require 
theſe Sweats, ſo the Patient neglected them, 
and finding himſelf weaken'd by them, began 
deſignedly to prevent them towards the laſt of 
December. Beſides, his Sweats began to be 
accompanied with a new Symptom; for e- 
very Sweat, when terminating, excited cer- 
tain Heats about his Breaſt, which were ſo in- 
tenſe that they ſeem'd as if they would burn 
the Skin. During the reſt of the Months, tho? 
the copious Sweats ſo often check d, at laſt 
ceas'd, yet a certain Moiſtneſs every Evening 
appear'd on his Skin, till the Summer Heats 
coming on, the profuſe Sweats again appear'd, 


and laſted till the Cure was compleated. - 
. Arcrſſewſet, long before the firſt Attack of 
the Pour, had an Iſſue made on each Leg. 
| Theſe 
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much ulcerated, that on the 29th in the 
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Theſe, not only during two Vears under the 
Galenical Regimen, but alſo during the ſuc- 
ceeding Year under the Cneuffel;an Cure, diſ- 
charg'd no Matter at all, unleſs ſmall Balls 
of recent Orris Root were put into them, up- 
on which it was ſuſpected that the Orris Root, 


by a peculiar Quality, attracted more Hu- 


mours than ought to be convey'd to the Parts, 
Whilſt the Iſſues were in this Condition, a 


dangerous Symptom happen' d to that of the 


right Leg under the Crneuffelian Cure, in the 
Month of December 1642, for this Iſſue be- 
ginning on the gth of that Month to have 
fungous Fleſh form'd about it, became ſo 


Morning an hundred and thirty two Drops 


of Pus were ſpontaneouſly diſcharg'd fromit ; 
and in the Evening an hundred and fixty ſeven; 
.afterwards the Quantity of Pus was diminiſh'd, 


till on the 4th of January 1643, this Iſſue 
was again reſtor'd to its former State. The 


 Galenic Phyſicians being call'd, told him, that 

this bad happen'd on account of his neglect- 
ing his uſual Purges, and advis d him to purge 
ſeveral Times, but he refus d to comply with 
their Orders for fear of diſturbing the Opera- 


tion of the Cneuffelian Medicine, which had 


Prov d ſo beneficial to him. The ſame Iſſue 


had 
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had been frequently exulcerated before, when 
he-was, under the Galenical Regiviev,purg'd 
every Week, and had not begun 40 uſe the 
Cueufithan Medicine, He never after put a Ball 
of Orris Root in the Iſſue, nor did the Ex- 
ulceration return ; but as it diſcbarg'd nothing: 
without the Orris Root he judg'd it uſeleG, 
and for that Reaſon clos d it up; fo that on 
the 21ſt of yo 1643, a Cicatrix ng 
em d upon. it 
The Patient dovingthe whe ofthe Cure, 
cat qromiſcuouſly Fat, Fiſh, Cheeſe, Pre- 

parations of Milk, ſalted and ſmoak d Fleſh, 
anly obſerving not to overload is Stomach 3 
40 he gonfeſſes that in Conſequence of his 
keen Appetite, he ſometimes tranſgreſs d in 
this Reſpect, but never perceiv'd any Indi- 
geſtion or Pain of the Stomach. For Drink 
he us d common Ale and Wine indifferently, 
drinking generally at each Meal three or four 
Glaſſes of French Wine. 
The Effects the Creuffelian Medicine had 

on this Patient are to be eſtimated and judgd 
of by a diſtinct and ſeparate Examination of 
the Complaints he labour d under, and by the 
ſuceceding Vigourof his Body and Change of 


4 
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As for his Gout, then, in the firſt three, 
Months, that is Av guſt, September and C- 
ber, of 1642. he . he found himſelf, 
greatly reliev'd by the Medicine. 

In the mean time, beſides his uſual At- : 
thritic Symptoms, he was attack. d with others 
N of a new kind; for on the 2oth of Auguſt. 
| 1642, the Calfs of his Legs, together with the 
Tendons between them and the Heels, be- 
came intolerably painful. Immediately aller 
f this Pain there appear d in the Tendons below . 
the Calf of his left Leg, a Certain hard Tu-, . 

mour, which however, without Unction, or 
any other Remedy, diſappear d on che fourth | 
Day, and return'd no more. | 
About eight Days after the Diſappearance | 
of this Tumour, he was afflicted with an 
acrid and painful Defluxion of Humours'c on I 
the Joint of his Jaw-bone oh the left Side; 5 
and tho' this Defluxion was accom panjed 
with no Tumour, yet in one Day's 5 une it 
render'd him incapable of c opening his Mouth, 
or eating any Aliments. The Pain Fe. "Pits 
few Days after remov'd, tho” ſome 3 
of the Deſſuction were left fora lony 
after ; and'on the 14th and 26th of Degems - 
ber, the Pain of the lame Jaw return” "Shak 
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"The anterior Muſcles runnigg along the 
Breaſt, Ribs, and Sides, as alſg the poſterior / 

deſcending from, the, Scapyle along the 
Back, were frequently ſeiz d with, a own 
obtuſe Pain and Wearineſs. . AA 

The Door. happening before to ſee A1. 
feaſts At the Hague, told him, that his 
Nodes about his Wiiſts would bo e ur'd. with 
greater Difficulty than all his 2 Arthritic! 
Symptoms. However, during the. firſt three. , 
Months in which he, us'd the. Cnewffglian Me- 
dicine, theſe | Nodes, were ſo much Aleſſen d, 
that only ſmall Marks of them remain d; tha 
: during theſe three Months he, had not a- 
nointed them with the, Liquor given him dye 
the Doctor for tha Purpoſe, , Defluxions, 
however, afterwards 1appening on the Wriſt, 


theſe Knots at different times Fenn a 
and af again ſubſided, | 4 Io. ua 


In Mc Month of Noventer the Patient 
was again afflicted; and tho not ſo, yidlently .. 
28 before, yet in ſuch a manner as to confine 
him to his Room. The acute Pains were in- 
deed. abſent; but an obtuſe Pain fot three 
Months ſucceeding, ſciz d almoſt all the Parts 
of the Body, as his, Muſcles, . Joints, ; Hands, 
Feet, Knees, Neck. and Loins, Beipg as it 
were bruis'd and contus'd all over the Body, 

he 


? : 
NP! — 


2 


he cut ani Rheumatiſin. 79 | 
he could" nt, Without the gicateſt Difficulty | 


either tate off his Hat, "iſe from his Seat, 


walk or ſqueeze any thing! ſtrongly with hi 
Fingers. Tkls the Patient thought: might, i 
ſome Meaſure,” be owing to ſome Inteinpe- 
rature of the Weather, (tor that Year there 
was no Wititer in Holland) but much more 
to the Efficacy of the Medicine pervading all 
the Parts: of dhe Boy. 

Ia 1643, on the Te yah and 31ft of 
January, à large Quantity af ſmall 100 Puſ- 
tules appear'd on all the Space between his 
Heels and the Calfs of his Legs; but theſe 
ro”; ay Fain a'few Days. 

In the beginning of February 1643; he 


obſerw d every dent U Hands, 2 ln 


in other Parts of the Body, hard and cartifagi- 


nous Tumours here and there, ariſing on his 
Joints. Theſe Tumours did not adhere to the 
Bone, but were form'd'in the Fleſh under the 
Skin, They were generally as large as a Pea, 

and ſometimes as large as a Bean. They did 
not however, continue long, but for the moſt 
The 


Part diſappear'd in four Days time. | 
Appearance and Diſappearance of fimilar Tu- 
fours, which were only ſeiz d with an ob- 
tuſe Pain When preſs d, ofitinu'd for fome 
time after, 


oy # D 2 Firſt 
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Firſt in February, and afterwards about 
che middle of March in 1643, it happen d, 
that the middle Finger of his left Hand, was 
5 ſuddenly contracted in ſuch a manner, that 
he could by no means extend it. When he 
let it alone, it was not painful, but when be 
endeavour d with his other Hand to extend 
it, he felt ſuch an acute Pain, that he was 
oblig d to deſiſt. After three Days were ex- 
pair d, it was again ſuddenly extended without 
any Endeavour of the Patient, ſa as to leave 
neither any Mark of the Symptom, nor any 
Degree of Pain. The ſame afterwards hap- 
pen'd to the middle Fingers of both Hands, 
whilſt the other Fingers were not afflicted 
with any ſuch Symptom. 

In the Months of May, June and Jah in in 
1643, he had arthritic Paroxyſms, but ſo 
ſmall and inconſiderable, that they did not 
confine him from long Journeys, walking 
Exerciſe, ar. any ather Action. His Feet - 
now. ſcem'd to hape .recoyer'd . their per- 
fect Strength. On the 24th of Fuly 1643, 
which was juſt a Year afier he began to uſe 
the Cuenſſelian Medicine, he ahout break of 
Day ſet out with two Companions: as Witneſ. 
ſes "of his ſingular Relief, and with them 
walk'd on Foot from the Hague to Leiden, 
before 


the Gout and Rheumatiſm. 2 
before ſeven. in the Morning, Where having 
remain d ſome time, he return to! the 
Hague, about Ten o Clock in the Forenoon: 
80 that in ; leſs than four Hours time he 
walk d three Dutch Miles, in a vety ſandy 
deep Road, with Boots and Spurs on, and his 
Cloaths ſaak d and weighty with Rain) Cir- | 

cumances which render'd the Journey mere : 
difficult, than it would otherwiſe have been. 
During the whole of this Journey, he hei- 
| ther reſted himſelf, nor ſat down, but per- 
form'd it eaſily, and without ſweating : Nor, 
as he tells us, was he ſo wearied. but he could 
have undertaken the fame Journey over a- 
the Dactor, tho he was then above Fifty 
| Years of Age, had not his Companions 
diſſuaded him from it, by INIT 
Mind of the Iſſue in his right Leg, which 
was firſt cicatriz'd on the 2 iſt of June, and 
had before frequently prov'd uneaſy to him, 
on the lighteſt Cauſe, On his Return to the 
Hague, he perceiv'd ſuch a Wearineſs in his 
Legs, as other Men feel after a Journey, but 
next Day none all, ſo that his Legs were as 
yigorous as if he had not walk d the Day 
before. Smaller Journeys, ſuch as from the 
_ to Dal, and other ene f 

„ 
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ſtant, he perform d with Pleaſure in order to 
try the Strength and Soundneſ&of his Legs. 
_  >H4is Hands were ſtill ſomewhat, tho i 
gently, afflicted with the Gout ; and he was 
ſurpriz'd , withoutany'manifeſt Cauſe, to find 
them, as it were, half lame. But he fays, 
that if 'Cneuffehrus had been preſent to judge 
of the State of this/Health, he was confident 
he ſhould haveobtain'd a perfect Cure. 
His iCatarrhs, which under the Galenical 
Regimen were very violent, were not by 
far ſo troubleſome-during his Uſe of the Creuf- 
fehan Medicine, for he had only two conſi- 
derable ones during the whole of the Cure. 
The firſt afflicted him with a ſevere Cough, 
on the ad, 3d, 4th and th of November. 
But this he ſuppoſes was partly owing to 
Anxiety of Mind, and partly to his travel- 
ling from the Hague to Amſterdam, in a cold 
and rainy Night, with thin Cloaths on. 
That he might the more punctually ob- 
ales the Orders of the Dotter, who ſaid 
that Tobacco irfitated, and ſtimulated to De- 


fluctions, he laid afide the Uſe of it on the 
th of November 1642; notwithſtanding 
which he was afterwards afflicted with ano. 
ther Catarth on the 2 5th, 26th, 27th, and 
AU Days of Jamary. But be thought 
this 


te; Gout and Rheumatifm. 2:3: 
this was breught on, becauſe that Lear 


there was no Winter in? Holland; in Conſes! 


quence of lieh Catarrhꝭ raged greatly a- 
mong the common People. Andqan 

Thie Noiſel in his Heady anditingingoftis 
Ears, which under the Golenzral Neægimen 

never ceas d; were totally remov/d-under the 
Cneiſfelian Regimen; as alſo the Ry 
Swelling pf, his, Feet. 

As forhis Naphcitia Symptoms, idibintes: 
totally remov d in the beginning of the Curt 
ſo that during;thirteen Wecls, he could, 
when he had a Mind, lie frerly on bis Back, 
which, before the Cneuffolian Regimen Was 
undertaken; der could net e account 
of the Pain in his Kidneys. 984 to 299 

On the agu gf:Ofober 16425 W 
denly ſeiz!d with a ſevere Neæpbritio/ Pa- 


roxyſm in; his right Kidney'z but the Pain whsi- 


totally remov'd in eighteen»; Hours. Om this 
Occaſion he imagin'd, that a large Stone ob- 


ſtructing the Qrifice of the Ureter, and not 


finding a free Paſſage, had fallen back into 
the Cavity of the Kidney, where it an e i 
no Pain. 

On the 6th. of April W lala 
Nephritic Paroxyſm. This / conſiſtrd inan ob- 
tuſe Ws in the Kidneys ; and on the Day ber- 

0 was 
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was afflicted with it, his Urine was ſome- 
what bloody. From that time, till Aprif: | 
I2th, 1643. his Urine continued turbid 4 
itic. - 3. nartunen 22 94} 1g 
On the 13th of June 1643. he cata large 
Quantity of Sparrow-graſs for Supper, in 
order to diſcover, : whether, -after the Cneuf- ' 
felon Cure, a great Number gf Stones ye- 
main'd in his Kidneys. But next Day his 
nephritic Symptoms appear'd with great Pain, 
and with his Urine, he- diſcharg'd not only a 
great deal of Sand, but, alſo ſome friable | 
Stones of the bulk of red In order 
to avoid any further Calamity attending theſe 
Symptoms, he at two — four Oun- 
ces of Fernelius s Syrup of Matſhmallows, in 
order to ſoften” and relax the 'Ureters and 
. eine, the N — 
was of great Servito to high. 
Not only under the Galeical 1 Regimen; 
but alſo, during the whole of the Cneuffelian 
Proceſs, many red Particles of Sand appear d 


in his Urine, and ſometimes whitiſh Parti- 


cles, tho very rarely. 
Arciſſewſei was from his Infancy ſubject to 
a copious Spitting, which, for ſixteen Years 
paſt, had been accompanied with a Cough, © 
24 . | which 


but return'd on the ſeventh Weck of the 


the Gout und Rheumatiſm. 23: 
after he had us d the Otenfelian Medicine 
for three Weeles, this Cough totally ceas d, 


Care, A few Weeks after, this Cough was! 
remov d, and in a few Weeks more return d. 
And at laſt; in the middle of February i 643 
it became — dana t, and laſted till the 
Summer Heats came on; ſo that if he ſuppd:? 
at g O'Clock at Night, he was forc'd toi 
cough, and expectorate at to in the Morn- 
ing. In theſe Nocturnal Coughs, he ab- 

ſerv'd more evidently than in the Day- time a 
certain Defluxion dropping almbſt.-iaſenſtblyt 
from his Head, and which ſuddenly began and 
ended with the Cough ; for when the Cough/ 
was over, he had a en | 
from the Faucesahd Noftrils.-- 1. 111 eg 
If he did ut One'd'Cotk-in the After 
noon, he was oblig d to cough and expec- 
torate at ſeven: in the Evening, his uſual; pi- 
tuitous Spitting not intermitting during the 
whole Day; but both theſe Symptoms were 
much leſs troubleſome than before. Some 

times, tho rarely, the Nocturnal Cough 
chang d its Period, and did not ſeize him, 
till the Motning when he aroſe. But at 
lat the Cough was totally remot'd dann a; 
middle of June till the laſt of Fuly. 
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he imputed to the Neglect of his uſual Ve- 


His Hypochondrias Melancholy, before ve- 
ry familiar and uncaſy to him, was by the 
Greuffelan Method totally remov'd, His Ha- 
bit of Body became good, aud, as he him 
ſelf tells us, he expected it would ſtill be- 
came better. His Complexion was render d 
better colour d, and his Countenance Was 


moge briſk | and chearful, than it had been 


for many Years before; Tis N * 
Digeſtion were alfa good. 

A judgment af his State may be fo 
form'd from the Condition of his Blood; 
for tho' Cꝛcuſfelius had prohibited Veneſection, 
except there was an abſolute Neceſſity ſor it, 
yet he being accuſtom'd to it, was afraid to 
deſiſt ſaddenly. from it, and after the Au- 
tumnal Equinox, the laſt of September 1642, 
when he had us d the Creufelian Medicine for 
nine Weeks, he had eight Ounces of Blood 
taken from his right Arm, not venturing up- 
on more, becauſe of the Do#or's Orders. He 
was induc'd to this by the Return of bis 
Cough, after it had ceas'd ſome Weeks, by 
his turbulent and uneaſy Sleep, and by his 
more frequent Arthritic Paroxyſms, all which 


neſeRtion. The Blood tho' not good, was yet 


much better RY A ITN before, 
It 


K 
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1 bad, conttaty to what. was before- taken 
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ſrom bim, a ſufficient Quantity of Seram, 
but of a more bilious Nature. On its Sur- 
face was a! certain condensd firm Glue, Ks 

tough as the Skin. This Glue, when divided, 


| had imenediately under it a ſmall Quantity 


of florid Blood, and all the reſt to the Bot- 
tom was thick, black, and Melancholic, 
tho not ſo bad as formerly; for | before the 
Creuffelian Cure, it had ſome bf the Signs of 
Putrefaction, but now none at all. 

On the 2d of May 1643. deſirous to know 
the- State of his Blood, after a longer Uſo of 
the Curußfelian Medicine, he from his Arm, 
took eight Ounces of Blood, which was far 
better, and more laudable than before. This 
Blood was receiy'd in three Veſſels: On the 
Surface of that rectiv'd in the firſt Veſſel, 
there was {till a Glue, or pituitous Pellicle af 
a ſomewhat greyiſh Colour, but not in-ſach 
a large Quantity as before, On the Surface 


of the Blood, in the ſecond Veſſel, there was 


a ſmall Remainder of ſuch a Pellicle. But 
tho Blood in che third, had no ſuch Thing. 


Beſides, the upper Part of the Blood was 


florid, and the lower Part towards the bot- 
tom by no means ſo . ae 8 0 
a laudable Redncls uo 1damsb 
* Hesl E 2 But | 


28 -"4"D1S-ERTATYON' 0 

But Arcrſeroſti not only ſelt the happy 
Effects of the Cneuſſelian Medicine himſelf, 
but was alſo aſtoniſh'd at them in others 
for he gives us the Hiſtories of the Cures of 


two Gentlemen both worſe than himſelf but 

both perfectly cur'd by the ſame Medicine. 
The one is Vincentius Iſelftenius, at that Time 
a General of Horſe, and Governor of Or ſoy, a 
Man of fifty four Years of Age, unmarried, 
and for that Reaſon, in his Opinion the more 
eaſily cur'd. This Patient was, in five 
Months Fime, ſo effectually cur'd of his 


GBout by the  Cneufelian Medicine, that he 


could without any Trouble walk, ride, and 
perform the ſeveral Duties of his Office, ei- 
ther on Foot, or on Horſeback; and tho' fot 
a ſhort Time after, he had flight Paroxyſms 
of his Diſorder, yet he ſoon became ſo 
ſound, robuſt, and vigorous, that he could 
not have wiſh'd - for a more perfect State of 
Health. The Perfection of the Cucuffelian 
Medicine is the more conſpicuous in this Pa- 
tient, becauſe he was ſoon after expos d to the 
molt terrible Fatigue and Hardſhips, with- 
bout ſuffering either a Relapſe, or the ſmalleſt 
Ineonvenience from them; for the Prinee 
of Orange, pitching his Camp in Flanders, 
. our * auen to Orfoy with a 
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Body of Cavalry, in order to prevent the In- 


curſions apprehended from the Horſe of the 


Enemy. This he perform'd with a Dili- 


gence and Induſtry proportionate . to his native 


Valour; for he either oppos d, or attack d the 
Enemy both by Night and Day, ard ſome- 
times remain d | ſo. long on Horſeback, that 
the moſt robuſt and vigorous of his Men, no 
longer able to bear the Fatigue, fell ſiek; 


but he himſelf, tho before worſe than. Arciſ 
ſewer, always remain a ene and _ 
vigorous and healing. 
Another Patient, nid by the Caen 
Potion, was Samuel Timmermannus; a wealthy 
Gentleman at the Hague, and then about 
forty-nine Years of Age. This Mani was 
Patient Arciſſeuſei had ever ſeen; for the 
firſt Timer he ſaw him, he ſo was depriv'd of 
the Uſe of all his Limbs, that confin'd to his 


Bed, nor had he Strength enough to move 


either his Body, his Legs, or his Arms: 
His Fleſh was ſo waſted by his intenſe Pain, 
that the Skin adher'd to the Bones. His 
Legs and Arms were ſurpriſingly extenuated, 
but his Knees and other Joints were remark- 
ably tumid. This Diſorder was alſo; accom- 
panied wih want of; sleep. exceſhve {Pains 
of 
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of the Head, continual Catarrhs, and fre- 
quent and violent Fits of the Coli. 
Arciſſeuſti was with Cneuffelius when he 
made him the farſt Viſit z and ſeeing the 
Patient already almoſt deſtroy'd : with a 
- Complication of Diſeaſes, abſolutely -:deſti- 
tute of Strength, and hardly able to draw 
his Breath, he was furpriz d at the Duc- 
tors Boldneſs, when he chearfully under- 
took his Cure, and promiſed perfect Health 
to a Man, who for eight Years before had 
with great Expences and no Advantage, 
us d Loads of Galenical Preparations, and 
tridd various Mineral Waters of different 
Kinds. On the th of- Auguſt 1642, this 
Patient began to take. the Potion, and was, 
nin the Months of Augtf. and September, 
gradually fo ſtrengthen'd, that Arciſſeuuſti 
often ſaw him walk flowly in his own 
Houſe. In OFober he declined again, and 
in fix Days time was again confin d to his 
| Bed; As he now complain'd of violent 
Head- achs, want of Sleep, a preternatural 
Heat, and certain Febrile Commotions, 
he earneſtly deſir d a Vein to be open'd, 
being accuſtom'd to frequent Veneſectiont 
by the Galenical Phyſicians. This was de- 
ferr d for ſome Time, as contrary to the 
Ho | Orders 
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Orders of Cueiſ alias, But as be ſtemi⸗ 
oyſly perſiſted in his Reqveſt, on he Jeb. 
of, QFober: 1644, he had fix Ounges ef 
Blood taken from bim, which waz tather a 
Ventilation than a Detraction of Rlaod: 
How had the State of his Health was after, 

the Uſe af the Gnenffelian Medicine for n 


petion of the Blood, which when congre= 
ted had no Redne6 : A certain thick Glue; 
like yellow Bacon, or the. Skin of à Hog, 
floated. on the Surface of a yellow bilegus 
Serum. To the under Part of this Glye 
adher'd' ſcarcely an Ounce of black Blond, 
all the reſt being Serum and Glue, entirely 
void of a red Colour. By the Uſe af the 
Potion, however, without any other Medi- 
eines, the Patient ſoon recovered, and got 
both Fleſh and Strength. In December his 
Diſorder again attack d him, and canfin d 
him to his Bed about ten Days, But during 
January, N Febr uary, March, Apr. 10 and May, 
he was pretty well, his Paroxyſme being 
both Night and ſew. He appear d ſo ſound, 
robuſt and healthy, that he frequently went 
en Foet to attend the Publick Worſhip, and 
at laſt; contrary to the Expectation of all 
who Knew him, recoyer'd a perfect State of 

Health, 
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Healtk! But this Gentleman being im- 
miebſely rich, and fadturally of a Wel Dic. 
Soon often indulg'd' himſelf £665 far in 
Eating and Drinking ach his Friends and 
Acquaintances. And, probably in conſe- 


quence of this Liberty, he was on the 22d 


of June ſeiz d with à Colic, Whieh how 
ever ſoon diſappear ear d. And fe after; tho” 
he had” uſed the Creuffelian Potien for a 
Year, he was, on the öth of July 1645, 
Kizd with a Gout” which, tho“ not ſo vio- 
lent as the former, was yet ſufficient to 
evince, that Patients exceſſively bad are not 
mes freed from their Diſorder: 'by wang 
this Potion only for A Wear. 9:3 : 
The Medicine which Hreifſegfticioeciv'd 
Kön iet pelt Was à Certain diſtill'd pellu - 
cid Liquor, the Vehicle of a fine Powder; 
Which, when the Glaſs had ſtood à conſi- 


p ma . 


derable time at Reſt, ſubſided to the Bottom. 


This' Powder was the principal Ingredient 
ig" the the Whole Medicine.  Cneuffelius ofie 

Day"ſhew'd a certain Quantity of it in an 
Ivory Box to Arti ſfewſei It was very hea- 
* and of an obſcure reddiſh Colour, like 


that of recent Aromatic Cloves, before they 


are become Black by Age. But what he 
ſaw in the Box, Was not ſo fine as that in 
AE 2 the 
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| the Glaſs, but conſiſted of minute Grains, 
about the ſize of ſmall Gunpowder. It had 
no Taſte, but only diſcover d ſomething of £3 


a ſtyptic Quality, when long examin'd by 


* Tongue. A ſmall Quantity of it Was 


only added to the above-mention'd Liquor”; 
for Cneuffelius ſaid, he only put a Grain of 
it into forty Ounces of the Liquor. Of what 
this Powder conſiſted, Cneuffelius neither 
told Arciſſewſei, nor was he ſo impudent, 

as he ſays, as to aſk, _ 

In the Liquor, beſides other Things, Spi- 
rit of Vitriol was evidently diſcover d by 
the Taſte; and that it might have a more 
grateful Reliſh, like that of Mineral Waters, 
there was mixed with it Julap of Violets; 
from which, whilſt recent, it had a Colour 
ſomewhat reſembling that of Violets, but 
became reddiſh when it was older. 
| Cneuffelius order d the Patient to keep 
this Liquor with the Powder in it, in 


Phials cloſe ſtopp'd in a cold Cellar, and 
never to expoſe it to a warm Air, that it 


might the better retain its grateful Taſte. 
After ſhaking the Glaſs, in order to mix 


the ſubſiding Powder with the Liquor, he 


order'd him to drink three Ounces of it 


thrice a Day. The firſt Doſe was to be 
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34 ADISSERTATION 0": 
taken about fix or ſeven in the Morning on 

an empty Stomach, - Nor was he to Break- 
faſt till four, or at leaſt three, Hours after, 
The Doctor allow'd the Patient to dine on 
any thing he lik d, without making any 
Choice of Aliments, only taking Care nei- 
ther to eat nor drink to Exceſs. | 

The ſecond Doſe was to be APO three 
Hours after Dinner ; and the Patient, faſt- 
ing three or four Hours after, was to take a 
light Supper; three Hours after which, he 
was to take the third Doſe. _ + 

/ - By this Deſcription it ſhould from, that 
. 0 "the Powder was a een of Were 
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Thi following: ee 8 


Frederic Hoffman's Treatiſe De Metcurio 


& Medicainentis Metcurialibus, wil! gie 
Further Sat? Hacki on, with reſpect 10 this 

_ Methed of 1 reli evi ng the Gout, both becauſe 
he deſcribes the Medicine wobich Cneuffelius, 
prabably, uſed, and becauſe h be is an Author 
; ef the. rt Rank in Phyfic, baving been 
- Profeſſor for many Years at Hall ingaxony, 
and afterwards' fir Pbyſician to the te, 
: and the Preſent Kings of Priflia, © 


HE Bodies which. ae es oy 
"mixed with Mercury, are highly 
pure Metals, no ways unfriendly to the,Con- 


ſtitution, ſuch as pure Gold and Tin, which 


excellently check the Violence of Mercury, 
as is ſufficiently obvious from frequent Ob- 
ſervation, and eſpecially from the Effects of 
the Merturius Diaphoreticus Tovialis, Which 


is moſt properly prepared thus: 


Wb Tame of pure Britiſh Tin, and 


Mercury well depurated, an Amalgama 
is made without Fire. From this A- 


malgama, placed in a Glaſs Retort, A 
„ ſuffi· 


1 DISSERTATION. 0% + 
ſufficient Quantity of Spirit of Nitre is 
drawn by means of a Sand Heat. The 
. whitiſh Powder remaining in the Bot- 
tom of the Retort after the Abſtraction 
of the Spirit is to be edulcorated, as 
well as poſſible, with Rain Water; in 
order to obtain which End the More 
effectually, Spirit of Wine is to be fre- 
quently deflagrated upon the Powder, 


that by this Means the Spiculz of the 
Mlienſtruum, adhering to it, may be 


the better drawn out, and afterwards 
the more eaſily receiv'd into the warm 
Water. But that the Spiculz of the 
_ corroſive Menſtruum, which cannot 
be carried off by Elutriation, may be 
deſtroy d, the Powder is for ſome 
Fours to be carefully triturated on a 
Marble, pouring on it, at proper In- 
tervals, a ſufficient Quantity of the Li- 
quor of fix d Nitre. A this Tritu- 
ration is to be repeated three times, 


FE . the Powder being ſuffer'd to become 


dry before each time ; and: laſtly, the. 
dry'd Matter is to be put into, warm 
Water, and the Powder, Which ſub- 
e collected for Uſe, © by 
MY „ 


%* 
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© This 1 8 NO rarcly' or never excites 
Salivation, unleſs when. it is exhibited in 
too large a Doſe, or its Uke;is. too long per- 
ſiſted in; but in a far. ſmaller Doſe. than 
Cinnabar, it generally exerts its Efficacy by 
ſomewhat increaſing inſenſible Perſpiration, 
or by exciting Sweats, if a proper Regimen 
is obſerved ; for the Sulphur, of the Tin, 
the 8 of which is diſcovered by its 
kindling with Nitre, in the Subtilty of its 
Parts, far exceeds the common Sulphur, 
or the impure Sulphur. of. Antimony uſed 
in the Preparation of Cinnabar ; in conſe- 
quence of which it not only checks the ex. 
ceflive Impetus of the Mercurial Globules, 
but alſo prevents the Acceſs of acrid Salts," 
whilſt, at the fame time, it does not ſo ef- 
fectually fix and obtund the penetrating 
Quality of the Mercurial Globules, as the 

coarſer Sulphur does in Cinnabar. _ 
But if in the room of Tin we ſubſtitute 
Gold, or at leaſt, add a Portion of Gold 
to Mercury, to the former, and intimate- 
ly mix them, a Medicine will. be produc' d, 
in Efficacy far exceeding the laſt deſerib d: 
For, as the Gold, in Conſequence of its be- 
15 an Homogeneous Subſtance, is eaſily and 
in- 
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cury, it prevents that Acceſs of acrid Salts, 


it excellently prevents the lhe Comm 


38 A Dras8ERTATION of | 
intimately mixed with the Mercury, fo, by 
the conſiderable Weight of its minute Parts, 
interſperſed with the Globules, ef 

it heightens its'Virtues, and renders it mote 
efficacious, whilft it changes the too fudden 
Impetus, which the Mereurial Globules 
would otherwiſe excite in the human Body, 
mto a more conſtant, and, in Confequence 
of its Gravity, à more penetrating Action, 
Beſi des, Gold is only capable of being acted 
npon, and diſſolved, by the moſt powerful 
Menſtruums, fach as Agua Regia; in Con- 
fequence of which, when united with Mer- 


which otherwiſe readily Happens in the 
Juices of the human Body; by which means 


tions, which would otherwiſe be 1 
Various Mixtures of Gold with Mercury are 
contrived, in order to reduce them to the 
Form of a Powder. But the leaſt expen- 
five Method is this; Hungarian, or any 
other Species of pure Gold, is to be dif- 
folved in Aqua Regia. Into this Solution a 
proper Quantity of duly depurated Mercury 
is to be gradually inftill'd, Upon this, the 
Gold, together with a Portion of the Mer- 
cury, it forthwith precipitated to the Bot- 
. tom, 


the” of a far milder and more gentle kind, 


the Gout and Rbeumatiſm. 39 
tom, in the Form of a Powder, which, when 


the Menſtruum is poured off, is to be ga- 
thered, corrected by the Addition of ſome 


Alcaline Liquor, and carefully edulcorated 


by frequent Elutriations, and Deflagrations 
of Spirit of Wine. But if a ſufficient Quan- 
tity of Aurum Fulminans, or which is bet- 
ter, of that reddiſh Powder, uſed in making 
red Glaſs, which is precipitated by Water 
from a Solution of Gold and Tin, is by 
long Trituration, and the Aſperſion of Wa- 
fer, duly mixed with white precipitated 


Mercury previouſly well waſh'd, a Medi- 


cine is obtain'd of equal Efficacy with that 
laſt deſcrib'd, and generally leſs expenfive, : 
But tho' theſe Medicines are Pretty effica- 
cious, if duly exhibited, yet ſince in theſe 
tions, the Gold is not intimately 
mixed with the Mercury, but only adheres 
to the Surfaces of its Globules, as is evident 
from this, that by a moderate Fire the Mer- 


cury may be again ſeparated from it; and 


ſince Medicines of this Kind cannot be per- 


fectly diveſted of the Acidity of the corro- 


ſive Menſtruum, hence it happens, that 


not agreeing well with delicate and tender 


Conſtitutions, they often excite a Salivation, 


than 
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40 _A'DISSERTATIONby | 
than thoſe raiſed by the Uſe of ' crade 
Mercury, For this Reaſon the Chy- 

miſts have earneſtly defir'd ſuch a Correc- 
tion of Mercury, as, without the Addi- 
tion of corroſive Menſtruums, might be 
commodiouſly carried on by the moderate 
Action of Fire; and conſiſt in its intimate 
Mixture with Gold; which End may 
be obtained by the Method preſently to 
be laid down, in ſuch a manner, that 
the Mercury, its former Texture being 
changed, is converted into an highly fix d 
Powder of a reddiſh purple Colour, and 
not eaſily to be reduced to its conſtituent 
Parts. Tis to no Purpoſe to object, that 
this Powder, in Conſequence of its fix d 
Nature, can produce no conſiderable Effects 
on the human Body; for tho' it is Proof a- 
gainſt the Action of the Fire, and tho the 
Texture of the Gold uſed in preparing it is 
ſo firm, as to reſiſt the Influence of corro- 


ſive Menſtruums, yet, by the Mercury, pre- 


viouſly exalted in a proper manner, and 
render d more ſpirituous, the firmeſt Cohe- 
ſion ef Gold may be thoroughly diſſol ved; 
and by a ſubſequent Digeſtion, its minuteſt 
Parts may be ſo united with the Globules of 
the * that from this mutual ae 
ere 
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there may be produced a concreted Subſtance, 
not only capable of being quickly exagitated! _ 
by the gentleſt Heat of the Body, but alſo 
productive of very ſingular Effects, by no 
means to be obtained by the other Corrections 
of Mercury, as is ingeniouſly demonſtrated in 
the Notes to Poterius, in the following 
Words: Tho very ſew Remedies of ſin- 
“ gular Efficacy are prepat'd with Gold, 
ee yet this Metal is of great Uſe and Service 
jn the Preparation of an highly efficacious. 
«, Medicine, if it is reducꝰd to a due Tem 


peratnent by a ſtrict and intimate Union 


with Mercury, which abounds with an, 
«+ highly active Mineral Spirit for the fix d 
< Subſtance of the Gold receives the highly 
«minute Particles of the Mercury into its; | 


* Pores; ſo that an equable Harmony and. 


0 Proportion between them is produc' d: 
« Hence; in my Opinion; nothing is a more 
ci proper Cortector for Mercury than Gold, 
«whilſt, at the ſame time, nothing exalts, 
e actuates, and increaſes the Medicinal Vita | 

tues of Gold; fo effeQually as Mercury.” 
In order, therefore, to produce a ſtable 
Ind permanent- Mixture of Gold with Mer- 
cury, the firſt Thing neceflary is, to ſepa- 
rite , from the latter that mineral Earth, 
10 * wich | 
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with which it abounds, and is, as it were, 
loaded, that by this Means the Ethereal 
Fluid may afterwards act more forcibly ' on 
the more pure and ſubtile Globules of the 
Mercury, and, by forcing them effectually 


into the Pores of the Gold, mix them imi- 


mately with the pure Earth contain'd in that 
Metal. The Mercury prepar d in this man- 


ner, is ſometimes call'd Virgin Mercury; and 


at other times diftinguiſh'd by the Epithets 
Animated, and Phibſephical Tho' this Mer- 


cury, is with great Expences prepared in dif- 


ferent Methods, by the Chymiſts, yet, we 

ſhall not pretend to form a of any 
of them. That Method, however deſcrib'd, 
tho' in myſtical Terms, by the Author who 
aſſumes the Name of Pbilaleiba, in his In- 
troitus apertus ad Occluſum Regis Palatram, 
and from him, as the Learned think, tho 
ſome what more diſtinctly, by the Author 
of Ripleus Redinivus, is found. to anſwer 
upon making the Experiment; and is, there». 
fore, highly celebrated by the more ſkilful 


theſe Authots is not to be comprehended 


without ſome Thought and Conſideration, I 
ſhall, in plain and intelligible Language, 


ee *** of en! Mercury, 


which 


JP 
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which , from my own Experience, I 
have find to be accurate and juſt. Firſt, 
common Quickſilyer is to be amalgamated 


with genuine Martial Regulus of Antimo- 


ny (for the common ſort does not contain 
the ſmalleſt Particle of Iron) by means of 
the two Doves of Diana, which many of the 
myſtical Chytniſts take to be two Parts of 
Silver ; to which they have been, perhaps, 
induc'd, by ſome Imaginary and Hierogly- 
phical Analogy between Silver and Doves, 
or perhaps, by the Authority of Alexander 
Scubtentus, who formerly attempted the Cor- 


rection of this Species of Mercury, as we 


may ſet in his Tractat. de Antimon. 2. But 
others, and eſpecially Becher in his Suppie- 


nent. Phyſ. Subterr. aſſert, that by theſe two 


Doves are meant two Salts, Alcaline Salt, for 
Inſtance, and Sal Ammoniac. Both theſe O- 
pinions are agreeable to Reaſon, and con- 
firm'd by Experience ; but the Proceſs will 
proceed more expeditiouſly, if one Part of 
Regulus of Antimony, and two Parts of Sik | 
ver, are melted by means of Fire; and if 
to theſe, when united, we add Mercury, 
with a due Quantity of theſe Salts; and thus 
make an Amalgama. Then the Amalganms 
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pouring upon it at proper Intervals, a ſuffi- 
cient > Quantity of Rain Water; which by. 
that means becomes black, and when | 
off, exhibits a Powder of the ſame Colour, 
which, when kindled, diffuſes a fœtid Smell, 
tho' Salts: were not uſed in the Amalgama- 
tion. But this Trituration, with frequent 
Affuſions of the Rain Water, is to be conti - 
nu'd, till all the Regulus of Antimony is ſo 
effectually waſhed away in the Form of a 
black Powder, that nothing but the pure A- 
malgama is left. After this, the Amalga- 
ma is to be put into a Glaſs Retort, and the 
Mercury is to be abſtracted by a Sand Heat. By 
this means the pure Silver is left in the Bot- 
tom of the Retort; and this Silver, when 
mix d with more Regulus of Antimony, is 
again to be amalgated by the Addition of the 
Salts, afterwards depurated by the like Tri- 
turation, and laſt of all diſtilled. When 
theſe Operations have been repeated, for at 
leaſt ſeven or nine times, a much more pure and 
ſubtile Mercury is afforded, which not only 
acts more powerfully upon other Metals, but, 
alſo, produces more conſpicuous and ſalu- 
tary Effects on the Human Body. The 
Mercury muſt be exalted in this manner, in 
anler eo render it fit fas, the Preparation of 
200 4 this 


2 


3 8 : a 
IN 


- + a__—__—_—— — @' * 
* % 
_—— * « 45 
2 
— 


n 


$97 6s 


As 


— N 
— — 4 


Los Th 


oy T7 
- * — — 22 car + dd 
- TE ET =  — * . & 


* 


| * ? 
LY 4 — 
> 
A * = * 
1 
I 5” . 
= > 
<T > 
I -: 3 
4 . 2 
8 WM; 
1 = 
72 
* 
Pd 
9 * _ 
* . . 3 5 
* 
* 
0 
19 
1 
$ - 
» : 1 
N I 
. 
11 2 
. 
* 7 ? 
„* ” 
= * 
v 31 
* 1 
= 
= "£4 : 
+763 14 
\ a 
A — - 
LS %Y 
8 * > 
þ + 
72 ; 
» 
f : 8 
1 
BA 8 
1. 
'Þ 
| l 
a6. 
* + * 
f F. 
$4 : 
> 
2 = 
"a | 
7 3 
N 
N 
* 
189 
7 * L : 
% > 
mn! 
is 
* - 
4 
eo . © T 
> G 
3 
=” 
: * 7 4 
* . * 
„ 
, 
* . 


_ the Gout ang:Rheumatiſm. 145 
this celebrated and efficacious Medicine. This 
Diſcovery, tho originally made and perfected 
by Experiments, is nevertheleſs ſupported — 
Reaſons, / which greatly illuſtrate it; for 
hilſt che Martial Regulus of Antimony is, 
by its Colliquation, intimately mixed with 
the minuteſt Globules of the Silver, the Sub- 
ſtance of that Metal, which was before 
ſmooth and poliſh'd, is, by the angular and 
irregular Parts of the Regulus, ſo chang d, 
that the minuteſt Parts of the Silver, not on- 
ly acquire unequal Surfaces, but alſo have 
their Interſtices render d ſmaller, into which 
when the Mercury is, by a due Amalgama- 
tion, and the mutual Conflict of the Salts, 
violently and impetuouſly forc d, the, groſs 
and impure Earth of the Mercury is, as it 
were, ſeparated, and torn from its Adheſion 
with the other Parts; and is afterwards; when 
the Globules of the Mercury entets ſmaller 
and more tortuous Pores, to be abſterg d and 
remov'd, together with the heterogeneous 
Parts of the Regulus, by means of frequent 
Triturations and Waſhings. The Mercury | 
produc'd by this laborious Preparation, is to 
be afterwards added to pure Gold 3: to one 
Part of which three ot four, or (according to 


Philaletha) only two Parts of Mercuty, are 
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to be united and joined by the common Me- 
thod of Amalgamation. After this, the A- 
malgama is to be put into a Glaſs Phial, with 


u flat Bottom, that the Heat may act on a 


larger Surface. Then the Phial, when the 


$rofſer Air is exhauſted, left being expanded 


by the Heat it ſhould burſt the Veſlel, is to 


de hermetically ſeal'd; and, in an Athaner, 


expoſed to a proper Digeſtion, for ſeven, ot 
even nine ſolar Months ſucceſſively, gradual- 
ly proceeding from a fainter to a ſtronger De- 
gree of Fire, As in this Digeſtion the whole 
of the Affair conſiſts, ſo, if it is duly made, 
the Amalgama will be gradually converted 
into a reddiſh Powder, which during the. firſt 
Months of the Digeſtion, is not ſo corrected, 
but that it will excite Fluxes or Salivations, 
eſpecially in tender Conſtitutions. But by a 
protracted Digeſtion it is ſo perſected, and di- 
veſted of all its Draſtic Qualities, that the 
fixed Powder produc'd by it may be ſafely 
exhibited to the Quantity of two, three, or 


four Grains for a Doſe, and thus perſiſted in 
_ for ſome Days ; ſo that thoſe of the moſt do- 
licate Conſtitutions have no Reaſon to be 
... afraid of having a Salivation, or any of the 
 Commotions Rodacd by the Preparations 
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cury is, — hocmoſd e 2 
grecable to the Principles of rational Chy- 
miſtry: And, as this Method is claſs d. ar. 
mong the more abſtruſa add ſacred, Myſte- 
rics, tis ale ſo highly eſteemed by the curious 
and induſtrious Part of Chymiſts, that they 
have judg'd Mereury, thus avimatedy negeſ- 
ſary to the Diſcovery A tbe Philoſaphera 
Stone: But, warn d by the Fate of others, 
vrho have wrote on this Spbject, I (hall on- 
ly conſider the Medicinel Utes of Memumß 
thus prepared, which ate not only very gate 
ſiderable in themſelves, but, alſa, ſuperid 
to 8 of other Medicines: For this Reg: 
fon it has, by ſeveral, eminent Phyßesgg, 
been, with uncomom Sueceſa, preſtrib 
for various obſtinatæ Niſcaſrs, which mould 
not yield ta the Efficacy, of other Medicines, 
Thus, it was frequently. onder d by Grelin, 
an eminent and ſucceſsful Practitioner. The 
Eficacy, alſo, of this ſolar animated Mercur 
ry, was at Hall oſten happily experienced by 
the celebrated Chymiſt Hichgraf;., clpecially 
in ſubduing tboſe Reproaches of ; Phyſic, 
| Quartan, Fevets and Gauts.; So, that ſome 
who Wen * wow he ee 
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one afflicted with it for four Vears ſueceſſibe- 
ly; were, by a few Doſes of this Medicibe, 
| _—_— to perfect Health and Eaſe: But, 
ng the Gouty Patients wh were by 
ca, of this Medicine quickly *cur'dj we 
may juſtly reckon à certain Perſon, well 
known in theſe Parts, who being miſerably: 
rack'd with fix'd arthritic Pains, and Con- 
trations of his Libs, was perfectly reſtor'd 
to his former Health, without ever having 
had a Relapſe. The. Succeſs of Cneuffelius 
in curing the Gont with Mercury thus fix d, 
may be ſeen in Append. ad. Miſcell, Nat. cu- 
rio. and confirmed by unexceptionable Wit- 
neſſes, that is, the Perſons cured. With re. 
ſpect ta this, the Reader may conſult that 
Work, intituled, Epiſtola de Curain Podagra 
per D. Hndream Craffelium. Theſe Inſtances 
ſufficiently prove; that the Encomiums be- 
flow'd 6n is Medicine are not groundleſs. 
and overdone; but ſypported by Experience; 
ſo that there is no manner of Doubt, but 
that without any Dread of Danger, this Me- 
dicine is capable of pfrod ucing ſuch ſalutary 
Effects in obſtihate Diſorders, if really cura 
ble, as can neither be obtained by any othet 
Remedies of the Atimal and © Vegetable 
hitherto known, nor by a Mer- 
curial 
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curial Salivation, which is not only harſh, 
and attended with violent, and oſten dange- 
rous Commotions, but is alſo, frequently, 
highly tedious. The Uſe of the ſolar anima- 
ted Mercury is preferable to a Salivation, be- 
cauſe it may be gratefully exhibited to the 
moſt delicate Conſtitutions in a due man- 
ner, and ſmall Doſes, provided it is once 
or twice a Day taken, and its Uſe perſiſted 
in, according: to. the Circumſtances of the 
Diſorder ; which may bedone in a ſufficiently 
grateful manner, if the Doſe is mixed with 
Conſerve of Roſes, or any other agreeable. 
Conſerve, without the Uſe of any other Me- 
dicines. But, before the Exhibition of this 
Preparation, the Prime Vie muſt be freed 
from thoſe Sordes, which might prevent the 
Efficacy of the Medicine, by Abſtergents, « 

whoſe Efficacy is heighten'd by a gently ſti- 
mulating reſinous Purgative ; for draſtic Pur- 
gatives, as they are rarely proper, ſo they are 
always prejudicial, in the beginning of a 
Cure: The Primæ Viæ may alſo, according 
to the Situation of the Patient, be freed from 
the Sordes contain'd in them, by a Vo- 
mit; which, however, is not to be ex- 
bibited ehen che previous Uſe of a- 
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line and inciding Medicines, When this 
Medicine is taken, after ſuch a previous 
Preparation of the Body, tis proper to drink 
after it ſome warm aqueous Liquor; ſuch as 
T ea, Coffee, an Infuſion of Paul's Betony, 
or a Decoction of Sarſaparilla, and China 
Root, together with Saſſafras Bark. Theſe 
diluting Liquors make the Medicine exert 
its proper Efficacy, render the Body perſpi- 
' rable, and receive the ſaline Sordes, diſen- 
gag'd by the Force and Energy of the Medi- 
cine, and which, being diſperſed in them, 
may be without any Violence afterwatds 
eliminated from the Body, thro proper E- 
munctories, eſpecially thro the Pores of the 
Skin, provided they are kept ſufficiently open 
by a due Regimen, during which, by proper 
Cloths, the external Cold is excluded with- 
out inducing an intolerable and troubleſome 
Heat, and the whole Body is preſerved i in a 
gentle and moiſt Warmth ; for profuſe Sweats 
are ſo far from being neceſſary, or produc- 
tive of happy Effects, in the Cure of almoſt 
all Chronical Diſcaſes, that they rather ex- 
hauſt the Strength, already too much im- 
paired in the Courſe of a flow Diſorder. But 
| if ſuch Sweats are forc'd, and as it were, ex- 
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torted, as. they often are, the greateſt Mis 
fortunes, eaſily productiye of Infarctions of | 
the Viſcera, are to be dreaded. Let all yio- 

lent and ſudden Commotions, . therefore, be 
avoided as much as is poſſible; and as this 
Medicine is not productive of ſuch Effects, 

the viſcid and peccant Matter will not, by 
one or two Doſes of it, which Quacks affirm 
of their Medicines, be ſubdued, and climi; 

nated ; but muſt be conquer'd by the conti- 
nyval and uninterrupted, tho mild and gentle 
Action of it. Thus, tho Lucas Te Tozzs, Phy- 
ſician to Pope 8 the XIIth, in his 
Praxis Medica, aſſerts, that by Mercury thus 

fix d, exhibited only ſeven times, he totally | 
remov'd a Lues Venerea, anda Quartan Fe- 
ver ; without being ſo arrogant, as to call his 
Veracity into Queſtion, I muſt only ſay, that 
I can hardly believe, that in cold Climates, 
ſuch as are more Northerly, and where, in 
Chronical Diſorders, there is ſuch a Viſcidi- 
ty and Redyndance of the peccant Humours, 
the like Effect can be ſo ſpeedily, and in fo 
few Days, produc' d by. this Medicine. Such 
an happy and ſalutary Effect will, however, 


without any Violence to the Patient, be much 2 


IO if, after the 1 Ye of the | 
H N Medi- | 
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Medicine for ſome Days, we interpoſe Bal- 
famic and falino-ſulphureous Medicines, the 
moſt conſiderable and efficacious of which 
are StabPs Elixir Balſamicum, or the Spiri- 
tus Olæoſus prepar d according to the Direc- 
tions of Sylvius, and accommodated to the 
Situation of the Patient: And certainly a 
moderate Doſe of theſe, daily taken between 
Meals, and duly perſiſted in, calmly accele- 
rates the Cure of Chronical Diſorders; an 

Exfect not to be produced by more violent 
Means: For, as the languid Digeſtion is by 
this means promoted, the Chyle, before not 
ſufficiently ſubdu'd, and by its Viſcidity 
contaminating the Humcurs, is corrected, 
and, as it were, ſheath'd up, in theſe Bal- 
ſamic Subſtances; and the vital Energy and 
Turgeſcence of the Humours before ſup- 
preſs' d, and, as it were, ſuffocated, by their 
preternatural Lentor, is ſo animated with 

freſh Vigour, that the Fomes of the obſti- 
nate Diſorder is thereby ſeaſonably deſtroy d, 
eſpecially if the Efficacy of the Medicines is 
enhanc'd by a proper Regimen. 

But however eaſily the rich and pity: | 
rous Part of Mankind may be able to ſup- 
port the Continuation of a Cure attempted 
by this ſolar Mercary, yet thoſe who are 
ſtraiten'd 


7 
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ſtraitened in their Circumſtances, can by no 
means afford the Expences neceſſary for ſueh 
a Courſe; for which Reaſon, I think they 
may at a far cheaper Rate, have the ſame 
Ends anſwered by the Mercurius Diaphorett- 
cus Fovialis: And in this Sentiment I am 
confirmed, not only by the Experiments 
made by ſkilful Phyſicians, but, alſo, by the 
Compoſition of the Medicine, in which: eve- 
ry Thing is calculated for promoting the 
ſame Ends with Mercury. As the Operation 


of this Medicine is ſomewhat: more quick 


and ſpeedy; than that of ſolar animated Meer- 
cury, ſo, when it is exhibited in large Doſes, 
in thoſe Diſorders, where there is a violent 
Intemperature of the Humours, ſuch as a 
Lues Venerea, and à Scurvy, it excites a 
kind of Salivation; yet this Salivation, un- 
leſs excited by improper Doſes of it, is fo 
gentle, as hardly to be perceived by the Pa- 
tients, or at leaſt is ſupported without any 
Trouble. But in other Caſes, where there 
is not ſuch a large Quantity of acrid Hu- 
mours, but rather an Immobility and Spiſſi- 
tude of the Juices, it promotes the Cure 

without a Salivation, a Circumſtance pee 
liar to itſelf. Beſides, a Diſcharge of the 
dali va, excited by this Medicine, may almoſt 
| | be 
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be yniverſally. prevented, if the Cauſes con- 


- eorring to it are only-ſeaſonably checked and 


removed. | And fince only by the Acceſs of 


violent Acrimony, the Medicine can be 10 


heiphten'd, as to excite any Degree of a Sa- 
Hvyation, this can never happen in the Maſs 
of Humours, where the Acrimony is not ſo 
diſengaged and intenſe, that it can attack 
and mix ĩtſelf with the Globules of Mercury, 
Feathed up in the pure Sulphur of the Fin: 
But, if ſuch a Misfortupe can happen any 


7 where, it muſt be in the Prima Vie, which 
in moſt Chronical Diforders, beſides other 


Cordes, art alſo loaded with a large Quanti- 
ty of acid Humours: And ſince the Me- 
dieine is for a conſiderable Time lodged in 
the Prime Vie, it may more eaſily aſſume 
an acrid Quality in them, than in the Maſs 
of Blood. In order to prevent this, theſe 
Sordes are, beſote the Uſe of the Medicine, 

io be as effectually as poſſible removed by 
mild and proper Cathartics of a gummy, and 


reſmous Nature, ſuch as Galbanum, Am- 


moniac, Bdellium, and Maſtich, rendered 
Jomewhat briſker, by a proper Quantity of 
ted Myrrh, and a ſmall Quantity of the Ex- 


#ratum Aloeticum of Ludovicus; for theſe 
Subſtances, by theit gummous. and mucila- 


ginous x 
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ginous Parts, embrace the Acid of the 
Prime Vie, and fo ſheath up and obtund 

its Spicula, that it may be gently carried off 
without any violent Symptoms, which, in 
Caſes of this Nature, are excited by moe 
draftic reſinous Subſtances. After the pre- 
vious Uſe of ſuch a Cathartic, repeated ac- . 
cording to the Condition of the Patient, the 
Medicine is to be exhibited in Conjunction 
with temperate earthy Subſtances ; which; 
as they more quickly abſorb the Acid, than 
the Mercury corrected with the Sulphur” of 
the Tin, ſo, by keeping it free from all fo- 
reign Acrimony, they render it capable of 
exerting its mild and gentle Efficacy: But if, 
by the Addition of the Abſorbent Pow- 
ders, the Bolk of the Medicine, and its 
Continuation, ſhould prove unealy, in | 
the Morning, and, if tis neceſſary, in the 
Evening, we may exhibit a Doſe of the Dia- 
| Phoretic Mercury alone, from ſix to ten 
Grains, but no more; and, when the Pa- 
tient goes to Bed, let him take a ſufficient 
Doſe of the abſorbent Powders, that is, 
from two Scruples to one Dram, in ſome 
proper aqueous Vehicle. But the mild and 
"gentle: Operation of this Medicine will be 
Wen promoted, and a Salivation 
CAT ; entirely 
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entirely prevented, if, by a proper Regimen, ; 
the Body is kept duly warm; or, in proper 
Caſes, a mild Sweat for Pale Hours is pro- 
moted by now-and then exhibiting Sudorifics 
of a Neutral kind, ſuch as the Spiritus A. 
lexipharmicus Buſſi: Correctus, the ſuccinated 
Liquor of Hartshorn, and the Bezoardic 
Tin&ure, without an Acid, Theſe, when 
ſeaſonably interpoſed between the Doſes of 
the Mercury, for the moſt part, by one mild 
and gentle Sweat, remove the beginning Sa- 
+ livation, as is obvious from the Obſervations 
of many practical Phyſicians ; much more 
might a Salivation, if it was to be produced 
by the Uſe of the Mercurius Diaphoreticus 
Jovialis, a Medicine ſufficiently corrected, 
be prevented by this Means. As this Medi- 
cine, therefore, when exhibited in the Man- 
ner now directed, is entirely diveſted of all 
draſtic Qualities, ſo it may confidently be 
preſcribed, even in a Scorbutic Intempera- 
ture, tho' of a pretty violent kind, ſince it 
is much more ſafe than moſt other Prepara- 
tions of Mercury. So far F. Hoffman. 

It is not poſſible for any one verſed in Me- 
dicinal Authors, to read the preceding Part 
-of this Treatiſe, without remembring the pro- 

OY Encomiums beſtowed by the old 
— 
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Chytaiſts on their Prepatations of Mertury 
By theft it Mobil ſeem, that Puruteis 6 
van Hehn _ a Very 7 ge Portio ct 
their Reputation; 225 ing but 
Succeſs i the un f the 00 Slat: 
Diſtetapers, which pertiblesdahy refiſted the 
1 Methods then in vogüt could Have 
convey'd their Names to Regen. ela- 
tive to this, TClouber has the been ren 
matkable Pallage. b ul Naß ben 
_& Val; Mercug, &p r 
* ſecret eee, may ye 10 pürißed in 
the WE, of one oy, as the Da fol- 
On lowing, b. ode only Abſtraction "the 
© Water of Saltaberis, it inay be x caged liked 
e into a red kd Viechene. 
« Mortification, Coagulation, or NT 
was highly eſteemed by Paracelſus 700 
. Helmet. This Mercury Parateljus | in- 
c& lignized with the Title of Crralline Mer- 
% Cary, - and. « lebrated the fame with this 
e illuſtrious Phrafe, That, in the whole Na- 
ture of Things, , there. was not any Reniedy 


6 more excellent. for relding Relief i in the 
£ Gout and French 277 eaſe Adding, „ that 


4e it recfeates the . of the Aft. de 
« cauſe it bath Entrance into Gold, and 
« with the Jame | 15 converted into Geld. 
* and 
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| "and ſo not a few impoyeriſh'd open. 


e may again be ſtored with Riches. | 


10 ſince the Death of this Philoſo pher, 1 
cc {hall not find, that there hath been one 
« or other of the Profeſſors of Chymiſtry 


tc 
« 
« 
ce 


cc 


- - 


cc 
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*,unto this Day, who could prepare ſuch, 4 
uy fixed Mercury. The Reaſon hereot 
18, becauſe none of the Sons of Art 


could com prehend the Water of Salta- 


beris, by which Mercury is to be brought 


to a fixed Redneſs ; none, 1 fay, until 
Helmont, that moſt learned Philoſopher 


of our Age, diſcovered himſelf, witneſſing 
that he alſo could prepare ſuch Mercury, 
which he igſignized with the Name of 
8 Horizontal Gold, affirming it would ſuf- 
ficiently ſupply whatſoever the Phyſician 
and Surgeon ſhould need. 


In like Manner, that ug expert Phi. 


boſopher N i enantius wrote of ſuch a 
Mercury, teſtifying that, two or three 
Grains of it only being taken in ſome 
Conſortative, would purge out all Impu- 
rities from the human Body. Indeed 
Helmon. expreſſes this in other Words, yet 
by them intimates, that it purgeth out 
call Filth from the Veins, Behold three 


« * famous Men, An inſtead of the Mar- 


wy 


pefian 


2 
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ec: pefian Coluthns of all Hermetic Philoſophy; 
er and Medicine; for they have excellentliy 
& written of this Mecury : Yet to the In- 
© yentions of itheſe, none of their Succeſ- 
0 801 have added any thing, but bave 
«been ſtill and quiet, ſhunning the Labour 
«of prepiring an univerſal Medicine. Wo- 
7 ſoever is ſeized with a Deſite of ſuceour- 
ing the "Miſery of the Sick, he will. do 
ee for public Good, in uſing ſueh a 
e fixed Mercury, rather for expelling the 
% Cruelty off a tyrannical Gout, and the 
«French Diſeaſe, than for Gold-making, 
*' unleſs ſo far as he hath need to uſe /the 
* fame for rieceſſary Aliments,” 09! 
"Theſe Ch Chymiſts' who were een 
with Medicines of much greater Efficacy! 
than thoſe commonly known and us d, de- 
ſerve very Ap of Mankind, for concealing 
thoſe valuable Remedies, or giving the Me-. 
thod of preparing them in a Manner üt- 
terly unintelligible. But we may, perhaps, 
find a Reaſen for this Conduct, if we re- 
fle& upon the State of Phyſie in their days, 
and the Treatment they met with from the 
Galenical Phyſicians their Contemporaries, och 
With reſpect to the State of Phyſic the 
PraQitioners in thoſe days were univerfally 
I 2 attach d 
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attach d to. a particular Syſtem ; ip conſe-- 
quence of which, they perſiſted with Ob- 
ſtinacy in Methods of Cure, + by which 
ſcarcely any ons ever recover'd; and eſteem d 
it little leſs than Sacrilege to deviate from the 
beaten Road of Praftice, though abundant; 
Experience might have. conyinced. them, that 
it geuld feldom or never lead to Health. 
tener Fatients labouring unden chronical Nis. 
ſtempers, were nauſeated with , frujtleſs, Ne- 
petitiens of Degoctians. Julaps,/ Potions, 
Pills, Flectuaries, and all the jnfgnifieznt 
Foreas of ſuporfiaous Medigines 4 and. this 
for Months, and even Years, provided the 
Patient was willing and able to pay for ſo 
protracted an Attendance. When, there- 
fore, the Chymiſts, Whether by Agcident or 
through Induſtry is not material, found 
Means to cure by a few. efficacious Medi- 
cines, and in a very little Time, thoſe re- 
| bellious Diſtempers which were before eithel 
not cur d at all, og at leaſt equi d a tedious. 
Perſeverance in the Uſe of Remedies not le 
troubleſome than the Diſeaſe it ſolf, the Ga. 
leniſis immediately were alarm d, imagining 
their profitable Craft in danger, and appre - 
heading a Revolution in Phyſic to the Detvi- 
ment of their en . e A. 
ca 
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ſtead of giving the... Inyentors, the Hongus 
due to the Importance of their Diſcoveries, 
they never Seas d to load them with Re- 


5 proaches, and brand them with Infamy, 8 i 
ignorant, Pretguders, . and dangerous — "2 


tors. This Treatment Lan Helnont loudly 
complainsof, and | informs ys, that they gary 
ry d the Farce fo far, as t6 attempt the Fro- 
bihiven of his Books. 00 Favers, 1 heme 
Authority. 
Such Condug could IT. 70 irie 
the Chymiſts, and incline them to 'Ganceal 
from their Antagoniſts the Methods of pre- 
paring | thoſe. Remedies, whoſe Efficacy ex- 
cited the Diſpleaſure of the Phyſicians their 
Contemporaries. Thus did the Artifices of 
the Profeſiors retard the wren of, 50 
Axt of Fhyſic. | 

I have ſaid thus hi in e 
old Chymiſts, upon a Suppoſition that they 
were the real Inventors of ſome very) valuable, 
and efficacious Medicines, a Circymaſtance! 1 
am abundantly convinc'd of not only ſrom: 
well attefted Hiſtories, but, from the Evi- 
_ dence of my Senſes 2 1 would not;rhowes, 
ver, have it imagin d, that I would patropize, 
any of their Chimeras, ot that } approve their 
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eben Cosduck, ther han Reaſon and 


Experience extort my Approbation. 
I now proceed to relate what1 have heard 


relative to the T treatment of the Gout and 


| Rheumatic Diſorders, with Mereury. 0 


Some Years ago there was a Perſon” in 


Town, utterly ignorant of Phyfie; who made 


it his Employment to cure Rheumatiſins 
among the ordinary People, and thereby ac- 


quir d a tolerable Subſiſtence. This Man af- 
firm d with great Confidence, that the Gout 


was always to be reliev'd, and generally to be 


cur'd by a ſteady Perſeverance” in the Uſe of 


a Medicine, the Preparation of Which he 
conceal'd, but which I knew to be Mer- 


HA Foih many Circumſtances ; particularly 


becauſe when it had been given at random, 
and without Judgment, as it generally was, 

it 3 excited à Sort of Salivation, 

which, though fight, was ſufficient to dif. 
cover its Origin. This Perſon at one time or 
other took me to ſee, I believe, more than 
forty of thoſe who had took bis Medi- 
cine, who all concurr'd in bearing Teſtimony 


to the Truth of what he had afferted. But 


the Caſe which I'beſt remember, and which 


is moſt to our preſent Purpoſe, i ehatiof one 
Mr. Davis, formerly a con ſiderable Chymiſt 


in 
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in London, but at that Time a Penſioner 
in Morden College on Blacl- Heath, where 
I was directed, and whither I went to find 
him. The Particulars of his Caſe, * . 
as I can recollect, were as follows. s. 
When he was about . be had 
been violently afflicted with, the Gout, for 
near twenty Years, by Which he Was in a 
great meaſure depriv d of the Uſe of his 
Limbs, eſpecially his Fingers, the Joints , of 
which were render d immoveable by Chalk- 


+4 


„ 


Medicine recommended. to 8 by the Per- 
ſon abqye-mention'd,, from which he found 
ſo much Relief, that he was encourag'd to 
perſue the. Uſe of it ever fince at 2 
laſt toplvs: Years (being at this Time pA 
four) he had never felt the leaſt Symptom 
of the Gout, and had in every reſpect en- 
joy'd a perfect State, of Health. He far- 
ther told. me, that in a very, few, Years. the 
Chalk-ſtones came away, and the Knots upon 
the Joints. gradually dig ppear d; ſo that 
when I faw, him, which is now. about four 

Years ſince, he had the perfect Uſe of his 
Hands and Feet, and no ereus da 
preternatural Tumor. | vab. ar. 
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With telpett to the Particulat Preparation of 


Mercury he took, he Would nor give me the = 
exit Proceſs; but I Underſtood by frequent 
— ig him, that jt was made 
y diſſolving Mercury purify'd by repeated 
Amalgamatlons, ab 1 pb and. 
then -diffsly4 it Spirit of Nitre, which 
was drawn off to Dryneſs by a gandc heat; 
the retnaining Metcurial Mats was then dul- 
cify'd by "thee Affuſions of Water,  Tti- 
turatioh, Calcination, and laſt of all by burn- 
ing 4 ſufficient Quanrity of bann of Ws 
it. 

This Gentlechan liv'd, as 1 am mbc dl, 
til laſt Summer, in a very good Stute of 
Health, and then dy d of Old Age. 

Some - Years ago I went with the Per- 
fon 1 have mention d above, to ſee one 
under the Operation of the 'Mediine he 
* him, which 1 knew was Mercurial 

This Patient was Commander of a 
ih ae lately artiv'd from the Yeſt= 
Indies; 1 don't recolle& that I evet heard 
his Name, nor do I exactly remember more 
of his Habitation, than that it was in a little 
dirty Street in Wapping, a Place I never was 
before nor ſince, He told me that for four ot 
"wy Joys he was confin'd to his Bed by a ter- 

| rible 
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rible Fit of the Gout in both Feet; that two 


N Days before, he had taken a Doſe of a Medi- 


cine, which the Gentleman who accompa- 
nied me had given him; that a few Hours 
after taking it, the Part in Pain began to 
ſweat neofuſely, whilſt all the other Parts of 
his Body were in a gentle and agreeable 
Glow only; that ever ſince, his Feet had 
continu'd to ſweat fo profuſely, that the 
Napkins which had been laid to them two 
Hours before I ſaw him, eight times doubled, 
were wet quite through; and that the ex- 
quiſite Torture he felt before, had gradually 
abated, inſomuch that he could now walk. 


acroſs his Chamber without Pain, 225 


out the Aſſiſtance of a Stick. 
I no proceed to what I have jearn'd from 
my own Experience, with reſpect to which 


I muſt obſerve, that I have, for ſome Years; 


XN met with no Rheumatiſm ſo obſtinate as not 


| 


to yield to Mercury, when the Uſe of it has 
been duly perſiſted in; and very few-arthri-, 
tie Caſes, which have not been eminem 
relie ved by the ſame Medicine; inſomuch 
that I am firmly perſuaded, that moſt anoma - 
lous Gouts tiay be render d regular : and 


that thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as to be 5 


1 d, and that undet t he moſt miſerable 
. R Tortures, | 
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Tortures; for half the Year, and dtprived of 


the Uſe of their Limbs for the reft, may be 
brought to ſuch a State, as to have a regular 


Fit once, or, perhaps, twice à Year, for a 
Fortnight or three Weeks; and to enjoy a 


tolerable Uſe of their Linde, and a very good 
State of Health all the reſt of their Time. 
And it is an Obſer vation of fome Impor- 
tance, and greatly in favour of the Method 
I recommend, that whenever I have given 
Mercurials with this View, I have never 


_ fail'd to find the Appetite and Digeſtion 
greatly mended, and a great Alteration for 
che better in the Addons of thoſe Yiſcera on 


which Health and Life depend. I muſt re- 


mark, for fear of being miſunderſtood, that 


whenever J mention Rheumatiſms in this 
Treatiſe, I mean thoſe of the chronical 
Sort; for in thoſe of the acute Kind, I have 
not found Mercury of equal Efficacy. 
With reſpect to the particular Preparations 
of 'Meroury, 1 have not confin'd myſelf to 
any one. In flight Cafes I have us d Mer- 
cury divided with ſome one or other of the 
Turpentines, and mix'd with à Cathartic, 
in the Manner of Belge s Pills; Calomel, 
or the /Erbiops Antimonialis, a Medicine of 
no dee Efficacy : In more obſti- 
5101101 | 4 nate 
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nate Diſorders I have employ'd one or other 
of the Preparations deſcribed above. But 
for inveterate Caſes, I confeſs I have a great 
Opinion of the Mercurius Pracipitatus Sola» 
ris deſcrib'd by Bates. And perhaps the 
celebrated Febrifuge of Riverius, may. be 
equal to any of the reſt. 
© Riverius declines giving us the Method 
of Preparing this Febrifuge, . unleſs we gan 
gueis at its Compolition from the following 

obſcure Deſcription : “ This precious Re- 


« medy, ſays he, is compoſed of a triple 
&« Hercules, [perhaps Gold, _ Antimony, and 


Mercury] by twelve Operations, [perhaps 
10 „ Diſtllations] rais d to the higheſt _ De- 


gree of Perfection. To theſe three Her- 

ow 1 s there 1s added a fourth Champion, 
«« ſperhaps Spirit of Wine] which renders 
the Remedy complete and perfect. This 
© Medicine may be given to Children, from 

e ten or twelve, to fifteen Orains; and to 
e Perſons farther advanced in Years, from 
" twenty to thirty or forty, Grains, It ope- 
t rates in a mild and eaſy Manner, when ex- 
10 hibited in à due Doſe; nor does it pro- 
1 duce any greater Commotions than the 
« common Medicines, or the Coinpoſitions 
<5,of Sena and Rhuberb. Sometimes it 
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operates by Votmit, if any Part of the 
„ morbific Matter is lodg d about the Sto- 


„ mach; for it has this Advantage pecu- 
Yar" to irfelf, that it goes directly to the 
„ morbific Matter, where- ever it is lodg d, 


& attacks it with Vigour, and perſiſts in 
“ the Encounter till it has ſubdued it. In 
it ſome Caſes, where it finds the Paſlages 
te open, and no great Quantity of morbi- 
«© fic Matter, it performs its Buſineſs with- 
te out any Trouble, and with a very incon- 
« fiderable Evacuation. But, in other In- 
« ſtances, where the Patients have uſed no 
% Remedies through the whole Courſe of 


* the Diſorder, where the Body is ſtuffed 


„ with the Juices of peccant Aliments, 


„ where the Quantity of noxious Humours 


eis large, where the Obſtructions are obſti- 
t nate, or the Crudities great, it does not 


fſurmount the Diſeaſe, without exciting 


i conſiderable Commotions, and creating 
ſome Uneaſineſs to the Patients; as hap · 
« pened to ſome poor and vulgar Perſons, 

eon whom the firſt Experiments for inve- 
*</ ſtigating the Virtues vol this Remedy were 


9 made. enen 


But Hartman, ar ebbited German 
Chywiſt, Rolfinkius, and ſeveral others, have 
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been/more- explicit, and. given us full Di- 
rections for the Preparation of this Specific 
Febrifuge. They direct the Proceſs to be 
Wenn in the ber v g 4 

s un 

Take of the pureſt 5 beſt deb d Gold, 
half an Ounce; reduce it into ſmall 
Portions, and, in the ordinary Man- 
ner, diſſolve it in Aqua Regia, pre- 
. pared with common Salt, but not with 
Sal Ammoniac, ' becauſe. that Species 
of Salt . renders Mercury volatile; of 
the Glaſs of Antimony, half an Ounce ; 3 
and of well purified Mercury, three 
Ounces; diſſolve each ſeparately, and 
in different Glaſſes, by Means of Aqua- 
fortis, in ſuch a Manner, that the So- 
lutions may be ſufficien ty clear and 
tranſparent ; Mix all theſe Waters to- 
gether, and draw off the Water by 
Diſtillation; add a freſh Quantity of 
Aqua Regia, and draw it off frequently, 
lll the Precipitate, when placed upon 
55 A red hot Iron, ſends forth no Fume 
at all. When this 1s obtain d, calcine 

the "whole Precipitate, carefully cover d 

- witha Tile, by which Means all the 

2 of the Aqua Regia are exploded 

and 
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e Thon, from this Preci- 
Pitts, diſti Spirit of Wine, fx times, till 
the Mercury is in ſome meaſure fixed. 


Then the Mercury is to be ignited, and 
_ flowly calcin'd, cover'd with a Tie. 


5 Rog gives the Preparation of this Medi- 
cine with ſome n from the n 
Proceſs. uf, 4984-6 


_ 1 


% 


* Take of the Wes of Ge nony, thrice 


ſublim'd with Sal Ammoniac, and edul- 
cC.)orated; of Glaſs of Antimony, preci- 
pitated in four Ounces of Aqua- fortis 


t ba of Nitre and Allum, each 


Half an Ounce; of Mercury, precipi- 
"tated with Aqua- fortis prepard of 
Nitre, Vitriol, and Allum, fix Ounces ; 
of Gold diffalvd in Aqua Regia, one 
Ounce : Mix, and . diſtil gradually to 
Wo oak: om 2, Retort, uſing twelve 
© Cohobations. To the Poder, when 
ive times waſh'd, and dried, add two 
Pints of Alcohol of Wine ; and diſtil 
e tr 2 new Retort, 3 fax Coho- 


1 


, 


* 
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de placd in a Rototary Fire, for tlitoe 
5 Hours; then kindle the above: men- 
dq; d Giſtil'd Spirit f Wine upon it 
R The Doſe is fro 
[fix Grains to half a Scruple, wun an 


a Ie: 18 OO Sum- 


Een 


oy of” 181 10 


2c itil 


in e e e 


Confirmation of the Doctrine I have advan- 
_ ced, ſelected from a great Number 1 hae 
treated vrith the fame Succeſs ; and theſe, 1 
preſume, will be fufficieat-to give a general 


Idea of the Method, and its Effects. | 


upwards of Seventy, who had been nearly 


depri d of the Uſe of all his Limbs for nine 


ſome Doſes of the Aurum Horizontale, de- 


ſcrib'd, as I remember, in the | CollaFarizs 


| ly; and was attended with ſo good an Ef- 


will nat be certain which, | he came to m 


g any Vie of: them, a Cirbums 


l * _ been unacquainted with far ſer 


veral > 
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Chymica Leidenſa. It operated pretty brisk- 
ſect, that aſtet the third or fourth Doſe, I 


„With ” 


r — oO OOO — 


— 


752 A. DI1s8ERTATION bn" 


veral Years. He took no more at that 
Fime; but, however, continuid pretty 
well for many Months; at the End of 
which he took a ſevere Cold, and relaps'd ; 
but the ſame Method ſet him once again to 
rights. As this poor Creature was poſſeſs d 
of ſcarcely Neceſſaries, and was perpetually 
ſubjected to repeated Colds by his Buſineſs, 
which/ was that of cleaning Shoes, I did not 
judge it proper to proſecute the Cure any far- 
ther; neither would his Circumſtances per- 
mit it. I ſaw, however, enough to encou- 
rage me to * * in men Er. 
en.. 

After E Aeon ak Genin: Eff 


N cacy of Mercury in Rheumatic and Gouty 


Caſes; in a Multitude of Inſtances, I had an 


Opportunity of ſeeing very conſiderable 
ee 2 anne 4 


The "CASE of RICHARD VETHER- 
_ * N mn 


J Rs. ine. the Mr. — wy the 
* Lodge near Hereford, apply'd to me for Re- 
lief in a Gout, or Rheumatiſm, as ſome 
calbd it. I ſhall not enter into a Diſqui- 
0 about che ſpecifie Name of the Di- 

ſtemper; | 


he Gout vnd Rheumstifn- 23 


ſtetnper; but ſhall rather obſerve, that for 


the five or ſix laſt Years it had in a very 
great Meaſure deprivd him of 81 his 


Limbs. He went almoſt double; t was 


' with the greateſt Diſficulty he could” get 
up or down Stairs with two or three to 
help him; the Right-hand was too weak 
to hold a Diſh of Chocolate; and the Fin- 


gers of the Left-hand were extremely di- 
ſtarted, and uſeleſs. I began the Cute by 
taking away about ten Ounces of Blood, 
which was extremely ſizy; and this Cir- 


cumſtance, I was inform'd, had been long 


familiar to him. I then put him into a 
Courſe of Mercurials; and in about fix 
Weeks, during which he took about ſeven 


or eight Doſes, his Right-hand was . ſtrong 


enough to lift a conſiderable Weight; his 


Left was not near ſo much diſtorted ; he 
went entirely upright; and he was frog in 
a little time to walk near a Me < wkhaws 
any Aſſiſtance. 


At this time 1 took favs more Blood. 


away, at his Requeſt, in order to obſerve 


the Condition it was in; and it Was nd 


much leſs ſizy than the Girſt.I -Cios, 


This Gentleman will, I dare ſay, CWP | 


me, if, for the Sake of repreſenting his oy 
L 


* 
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as accurately as is poſſible, Fx LAY that 
he was not ſo regular as I could "Lilo 
*with'd, His Impatience of Confinement, 
and his Averſion to Purging, were the 
Reaſons he neglected, in the Courſe of 
his Cure, to take his Medicines, ſometimes 
a Week, ſometimes a Fortnight, which 
fhould have been repeated every three or 
four Days. *Tis not to be doubted but that 
this Neglect, and ſome accidental Colds, re- 
tarded the Completion of the Cure for 
fome Months, induc d ſome flight Relapſes, 
and were the Cauſe that ſome Diſtortion 
of the Fingers of the Leſt-hand remain d: 
The next Winter Mr. Wetherflone came to 
Town from Bath, ill of an epidemical 
Fever, at that time very common all over 


= Eugland, which was cafily cur'd, With re- 


ſpect to his former Complaint, he was 
very well ; and for any thing I know 
continues ſo ; if not, I believe I may ven- 
ture to afficm it is for want of repeating 
ann at proper Intervass. 


| The following remarkable Caſe of Mr, 
Walter Baker, a Printer, who may be heard 
of at Mr. Richardſon s in Saliſbury Court, 
| Fleet-fireet, I ſhall give exactly in his own 
Words, Mr. 


, . 
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ln Auguſt 1734, going along the Wund | 
I was ſeiz d with a violent Pain in the firſt 
Joint of my Left great Toe; and thought 
of nothing elſe bat that I had ſome how 
ſtrain'd the Part ; and was advis'd to bathe 
it with ſome old Rum, which was done: 
The ext Day a Friend came to ſee me, 
who faid it was the Gout; and; fmiling, 
wiſh'd me Joy. I thought him very much 
out in his Judgment, (for neither my Grand- 
father, who liv'd to near an hundred and 
thirteen Years of Age, nor my Father, who 
liv'd to near Fourſcore, nor my Mother, 
who is ſtill alive, were ever afflicted with 
the Gout. or Rheumatiſm) and conſtantly. 
kept applying one ſimple thing or another, 
_ externally, in hopes to receive Benefit there= þ 
from, but in vain, This Fit held me for | 
about ſeven or eight Days. =. 
About the fame Time of the- Year 1736 i 

L was ſeiz' d in the fame Part, with almoſt * þ 
as little Notice of its Viſit as in the former, 
in a moſt terrible Manner; when it had 
rack'd me for about three Weeks (of my 
e 
L 2 where 


* 
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where I was ſweated, and cupped, and at 5 


the ſame time had a Cup fixed juſt before 
the Joint of the gouty Part, and had three 
or four Ounces of black grumous Blood 


taken from thence; and about three Weeks: 


after, this Fit entirely left me. | 

In 1737, much about the ſame Time, 
it attack d me moſt dreadfully in the ſame 
Place; inſomuch, that I had little or no 
Reſt, ſmall Appetite, and a confuſed and 


reſtleſs Mind, for near a Month; when, 
growing deſperate, not conſidering any good 


or. bad Conſequence, I wou'd have a Couple 
of Leeches, and about Six o'Clock at Night 
attempted to fix them both to the Part; 
but, however, one only fix'd, juſt upon the 
Joint, and fill'd himſelf in about a Quarter 
of an Hour, and then dropp'd off, and the; 


Part continued bleeding till about eleven 
o'Clock that Night; but the Pain, to the 
beſt of my Remembrance, was very little, or 


none at all, abated. During this Fit, which. 


continued for near nine Weeks, I took no 

manner of Medicines whatſoever... From 
1734 to 1737 looſe Hours and hot Punch 
were great Favourites; but ſince that Time 


I have liv'd pretty abſtemiouſſy. In 1738, 
1739, and 1740, 1 * * ſtrong Sym- 
E937 3” ptoms 
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ptoms, much about the ſame Seaſon of the 
Year; but then, by Advice, I took ſuch: 


Cathartics as were directed for me; which 
by taking, and living pretty regular, 1 


believe, kept it off, till 1741, when about 


its uſual Time of Viſitation, it attack d me 


with more Violence than ever, in the very 
ſame Part, inſomuch that for upwards of ſeven; 
Weeks I believe I had not nine Hours ſound 
Sleep, but was incontinual inexpreſſible Tor- 
ments. I then had recourſe to my former Ap- 
plication;and fix da Leech upon the very pain'd: 


for three or four Hours, but to no manner 
of Purpoſe. The following Day I was in 
extreme Pain in my Right Foot, and ima- 


gined, that the gouty Matter Was about to 8 
fix there; but on the contrary, it fixed the 


next Day in my Left Wriſt, and made me 
appear more like a Man mad, than a ra- 
tional Creature; and what with the burning 


acute Pain in my Foot, and the more acute 


Pain in my Wriſt, my Mind was wholly 
confus'd, and I appear'd to thoſe who were 
then about me, the moſt miſerable Object 


they ever beheld : This Fit with all its Fu- 


ries laſted near eleven Weeks, before it ſuf- 


ered me to Nleep | two or three Hours at a = 


I | 2 . time ; 
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time; and before T coold walk without 
Pain, and uſe my Wriſt, it was near 20 
II is a Cuſtom among us Nee enn 
the Advice of any Phyſician whoſe Works 
we are engag d in; and, as F was employ'd 
in the Medicinal Dictionary, I made uſe of 
this Privilege, and conſulted Dr. James, who 
put me into a Courſe of Mercurial Medi- 
cines, which I perſiſted in for nine Weeks, 
beginning the Courſe at the latter End of 
this Fit. Since that Time, I have continu d 
in a perfect State of Health in every re- 
fpect; and have remain d entirely free from 
the Gout, except that in April laſt I had 
a very flight Fit, which laſted me three 
Days; and laſt March e 
* e Wo i 


Mr RAe CASE. 


5 10 the Vear 1723, Mr. Francie, a Ner- 
chant in Alen Churt, Leadenball. ſtreet, was 
ſeiz'd with the Gout, which increaſing every 
Fear, at laſt arriv'd to ſuch a Degree of 
Violence, as to confine him to his Bed fix 
or ſeven Months in the Year, and to render 
| him a Cripple almoſt all the reſt, About 
Eaſter 
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Edafter 1743. I was firſt conſulted about his 
Cafe; he had then been confin d from the 
with intollerable Pain. I immediately pat 
Uſe of . which he was ſo much relier d, 
as to be able, in a Fortnight, to walk to 
the Exchange, This Gentleman's Buſineſs 
would not permit him to purſue his Me- 
ſin'd by the Gout ; but notwithſtanding, he 
continy'd well till the next Autumn, when 
he had a ſhort, but regular Fit, and then 
he was prevail d upan 0 repeat the Medi 
cine which had * much reliev d him; 
but fo ſoon as he was able to get abroad, 
be took: no more Medicines till the follow- 
ing April, when he had another Fit, which 
laſted about three Weeks, during: which 
Time be took his Medicines, but left them 
off entirely the Moment he got abroad. Till 
lat December he enjoy'd a State of Health 
much to his Satisfaction, being able to walk, 
ride, and tranſact his Affairs with much 
lueſs Difficulty than for many years before. 
But ſometime in that Month, he was ſeiz d 
with a Pain in all the Joints which the Gout 
| us d 
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us d formerly to occupy; but by no meats 
in ſo violent a Manner as formerly. Late- 
I, however, he has had a pretty ſevere, 
but very regular Fit, of which be s now 
e,; recovered. It de 
D Teal; m it this Caſe, that be- 
fore: he took theſe Medicines, - his Appetite 
was extremely bad, and he vomited up the 
_ greateſt Part of the Aliment he took; but 
during his Paroxyſms it was almoſt impoſ- 
ible for him to keep either Wine of any 
Kind, : Broth, or any the lighteſt Aliment on 
| his Stomach. . However, after taking a very 
few, Doſes of Mercury, his Appetite ' was 
greatly mended, and he was enabled to re- 
tain any Sort of 0 it was e 46 No 
per for him to eat. 

Upon the whole, Mr, Wee is not quite 
well; but is much ter than he had been 
ſor many Years, before. And he is ſo much 
reliev'd, that, I am certain, he believes he 
ſhould have been ſtill much better if he 
had been perſuaded to ere 


J . Intervats.of bis Fins. 
— 2 { | U1633-Df16-1 
1:5 IAK bak 
4 4 } Mr, 
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Mr, TRUBY"s CASE. 


Mr. Truby, who formerly kept the King's- 
Arms Tavern in St. Paus Church- yard, 
a Gentleman very well known in Town, 
after having been ſeveral times ſeverely treat- 
ed by the Gout, was, about the ſeyenth of 
Auguſt laſt, ſeiz'd with a violent Fit, which, 
as uſual, confined him to his Bed with. mych 
Pain, His Affairs at that time were in ſuch ' 
a Situation, as made him chuſe to run all 
Hazards, rather than ſubmit to the Inconve- 
nience of neglecting his Buſineſs. Upon 
this Occaſjon 1 was not diſpleaſed to give 
him, at his own earneſt Requeſt, pretty 
large Doſes of Mercury. In conſequence of 
this he vomited twice, had half a dozen Stools, 
and ſweat pretty much, eſpecially on his 
Feet, the Parts affected. This gave him 
great Relief; and three Days after the ſame 
Medicine was repeated, in the ſame Doſe, 
with much the ſame Effect. About thied 
Doſes rendered him entirely eaſy, and in leſs 
than ten Days he was able to go abroad, and 
purſue his Buſineſs. Since this Fit Mr. 
Truby has continued in a perfect State of un- 
interrupted Health, both with regard to the 
lens M Gout, 
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| Gout, and in all other Reſpects, infomuch, 

that he aſſures me that his. Appetite, Di. 
geſtion, and general State of Health have- 
not been ſo good for many Years, He has, 
however, been ſo imprudent as to neglect 
repeating his Medicine, ever ſince he was a- 
ble to go abroad. | 
Mr. Truby lives next Door to thee two ca- 
55 and Sugar Loaves in TY by 


| Oxford Chappel. 
| The Rev. Mr. DARE's CASE. 


2 the Fifteenth of laſt Ober, Fora 
deſired to viſit the Rev. Mr. Dare, in Neu- 
_ eaftle-ftreet, Fleet-Market. He informed me, 
that for many Years he had been afflicted 

with the Gout, by which he was always 
confinꝭd twice a Year, and ſometimes more 

frequently, to his Bed, with the uſual Pain, 
for fix Weeks, two Months, or longer. At 
this time he was very hot, and in ſo much 
Pain, that he was not able to move à Foot 
in Bed without the utmoſt Torture: I im- 
mediately gave him a Doſe of Mercury, 
vhich operated much in the fame Manner 
as in Mr. Truby' s Caſe above, in conſequence 
of which, in leſs than three Days he was 

| enabled 
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enabled to move his Feet with very little 


Pain. After the ſecond Doſe he got out of 


Bed, and walk'd about the Noom with the 


help of his Crutches; and after the third, 
he was perfectly well. But this Gentleman 


could by no means be prevailed upon to con- 


tinue the Medicine after he was eaſy; for 


which Reaſon I cannot depend upon the con- 
tinuance of his Health; tho he informs me 


that he has ever ſince nnn in 
every © 2-6 


Mr. GANDON's CASE. 


About three Years ago Mr. Guides, '» 


Gunſmith, in New Bond-ſtreet, apply'd - 
me on account of a violent Sciatic Pain, 


which render'd him very lame. As he is a 


very ſtrong young Man, in order to make 


ſhort Work of it, I gave him a conſiderable 
Doſe of Mercury, which operated pretty 
roughly both by Vomit, and Stools; but 
with ſo good Effect, that the Pain and Lame- 
neſs were the next Day entirely removed, 


however, a 
pens 
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and never afterwards return d. He took, 
few ſmaller 1 by ay » | 


84 4 DiboEt2tarion: on 


As theſe Caſes are ſufficient to ſhew in ge- 
neral the Effects of Mercury in gouty and 
theumatic Diſorders, it would be ſuperfluous 
| — ade well as tireſome to 2 
der. 

_Thave deſignedly e ebene — 
Theoretical Diſquiſitions, as being incon- 
fiſtent with my Deſign; which was to ſtate 
ſuch well atteſted Facts as I have read or 
heard, and ſuch as I have my ſelf been a 
Witneſs of ; and this I eſteem'd my Duty, 
both as a Phyſician, and a Member of Socie- 
ty; nothing being more inhuman than to 
deprive-the moſt miſerable Part of Mankind 
of Relief, out of Conſiderations inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a Gentleman and a 
- I have, -farther, declin'd giving particular 
Preſcriptions z becauſe I eſteem it an high 
Injury to Society to furniſh Emperics with 
Materials to deſtroy Mankind, by their Miſ- 
application. By Emperics I mean all thoſe 
whoſe Conſciences permit them to trifle with 


the Healths, and play with the Lives of 


Men, without proper Educations to form 
theic Judgments, and duly qualify them for 


ſo arduous an Undertaking ; who dare to 


_ affront Providence, by daily premeditated 
EAA | = & Id; A Mur- 
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Murders, for the narrow Conſideration of 
improving a private Fortune. 0 

Every one who is well acquainted with 
Phyſic, is abundantly ſenſible, that the ficſt 
Duty of a Phyſician! is accurately to diſtin- 
guiſh Diſeaſes ; and the next, to foreſee the 
Events, and foretell the Conſequences of the 
Diſorder; for by this he is enabled to prevent 
the bad, and promote the good Events 
which are to be expected in the Courſe of 
the Diſtemper, without acting at Random, 
Empirically, and without Defign ; a Cir- 
cumſtance which muſt eternally happen 
without theſe Qualifications in an eminent 

Nou it is certain, that almoſt all 

that s known relative to the diſtinguiſhing 

Diſeaſes, and foretelling their Events, is to 
be learn d from the accurate Obſervations of 
the great Hippocrates, and his Copyers, as 

| Areteus, Galen, and ſome few others; and 

chat nothing of much Importance has been 

added to theſe important Branches of Medi- 

| cinal Knowledge, ſince the time of that pro- 

i digious Man. There are, indeed two Aus 
thors, who, in the Opinion of Boer huate 
are not without their Merit in this Part af | 
Science; I mean Proſper Apinus in his 
Book 4. prejagienda , Vita & Morte, and 
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Duretus in his Commentaries upon tlie 
Coace Prænationes of Hippocrates, But e- 
ven theſe are ſo embroiled with Theory, 
that it requires no ſmall Judgment to di- 
ſtinguiſh ſolid and uſeful Truths from Hy- 
pothetical Chimeras, and to ſeparate the 
Subſtance from the Shadow. So that what 
Cervantes obſerves of Tranſlations, .is appli- 
cable to theſe Imitators when compared 
with the original Sources, viz. that they 
are like the Backſide of a Piece of Ta- 
piſtry, where the Figures are, in ſome 
meaſure, preſerved, but diſguifed by ſuper- 
fluous Threads, and disfigur'd by an un- 
cooth Roughneſs of the Work. Now thoſe 
whoſe Education have not qualify'd them 
for reading the Sources * whence the 
moſt eſſential Parts of Phyſic are derived, 
and who have never heard of, and much 
leſs peruſed their beſt Copyers, are not ve- 
ry likely to be acquainted with the prin- 
cipal Doctrines of Phyſic; an Art upon 
which Life depends, and in which a ſlight 
Error is ſo frequently fatal. Hence in the 
Chambers of the Sick, inſtead of Predictions, 
we ſo frequently hear of Nervous Fevers, 
Nervous Symptoms, Animal Spitits, and 
all that unintelligible Jargon, and unmean- 
ing 
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ing Impertinence, which is too frequently 
made the Ahlum of Ignorance, and the 
Refuge of Quackery and Impoſture, to the 
infinite Reproach of true Phyſic, and the 
Scandal of the healing Art. 

I muſt not entirely diſmiſs the Subje&t of | 
the Gout, without taking Notice of ſome 
vulgar Errors, which have for Ages been 
inculcated; and which ſeem to be received 
az infallible Truths by gouty Patients. The 
firſt is, that the Gout is a ſalutary Diſtem- 
per, as it prevent*, or cares, all others; and 
that therefore any Attempt to cure it ĩs in- 
jurious to the Patient, as it ſubjects him to 
other Diſtempers. This ſeems to be found- 
ed upon as juſt Reaſons, as it would be to 
affirm that a Confinement in the Inquiſition | 
is an infallible Pre{ervative againſt the Dan- -7 
gers of a Shipwreck, or a Battle; no-Body + 
can deny that it would have this falutary :- 
Effect; but then I believe few would chuſe 
to be tortured, and at laſt burnt at a Stake, 
in order to avoid Misfortunes ſo much lefs 
dangkfdus and tormenting. It is well known 
that the Gout generally increaſes in Violence 
as the miſerable Patient advances in Years, 
and that at laſt, when it arrives to a certain 
| Puch, it conſtantly deſtroys. And whoever 
95 will 
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will take the Trouble of conſulting Dr. 
Muſgrave's Treatiſe de Arthritide Anomala, 
will hearn, that the Gout is ſo far from pre- 
venting Diſtempers, that it is productive of 
all thoſe which ariſe from Affections of the 

more noble Parts, as Apoplexies, Lethargies, 


Aſthmas, Inflammations of the Lu ngs, Drop- | 


ſtes, Dyſenteries, - Ulcers in the — 
Palſies, and all thoſe Diſorders which are 
maſt troubleſome, painful, and dangerous: 

] muſt remark, that amongſt the Vulgar 
in ſame Parts of Scotland, tis received: as a 
certain Truth, that the Itch is a Preſer- 
vative . againſt | all Diſtempers, inſomuch 
that it is eſteemed little leſs than Madneſs to 


ſubmit to be cured; and ſome even carry 


the Farce ſo far as to catch it deſignedly, 
with a View of curing their Diſeaſes. The 
Itch and the Gout I am perſuaded are e- 
qually likely to prevent Diſtempers; but 
the Filthineſs and Trouble of one; and the 
Pain and Danger of the other, render ſuch 
Preſervatives perhaps leſs deſireable than the 
Diſeaſes they are ſaid to prevent; not to in- 


 GKſtupon it, that the prophylactic Virtue: of 


both the one and the other is extremely pre. 
carious, and far from being certain. Ano 


ther prevailing Prejudice is, that. it is im- 
BY. | poſſible 
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poſſible to relieve, and much more to cure 
the Gout, Upon this Occaſion I muſt re- 
mark, that, ſuppoſing no Remedy has yet 
been diſebver'd capable of anſwering either 
of theſe valuable Purpoſes, it is not. for that 
Reaſon” certain, that there never may, But 
do forbid all Endeavours, is not only ridicu- 


all father Improvements relative to the Re- 
"of the moſt excruciating Diſeaſe Man- 
&*fabjet to. Had the ſame Senti- 
ments prevailed a Century ago with re- 
pes to Agues, a Diſeaſe then nearly as in- 
Prable as the Gout is at this Time, the 


de Anerican ' Savages had in vain 


rience of the Peruvian Bark. 

Upon the whole, when Phyſicians infiſt 
much upon the impoſſibility of relieving, or 
even cuting the Gout, they ſhould ſeem 
to treat their Patients as Paulo Purgante 
di his Wife, when he excuſed ' himſelf 
from doing her à Favour ſhe requeſted, 
by aſſuring her his Compliance would be 
fatal to her before the next Morning; thus 


Sing his Inability under the ſpecious 


N Vw: 


Wes bat cruel, as it abſolutehy“ prohibits 


. of Autumn had ſtill been dread- 
to ⸗Thouſands of miſerable Patients; 


aunibated to the Europeans their 80 | 
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cody of Eſteem and Affection; and mit | 
ing the Denial of a Favour it was impoſſi- 
ble for him to grant; which was, how- | 
ever, -no Evidence thy no Boy « 2 
could. 6 * 

1 will not abſolutely affrm, 2 the | 
Gout i is curable, tho' ſome Facts related a- 
bove ſeem to amount very near to a Proof 
that it is relievable in a greater degree 
is generally imagin'd. The Reader will 
form a Judgment as his Reaſon ſhall Airett | 
him, without any farther Comment. 

Having above taken Notice of the Zrbiops J 
Antimonialis, as a Medicine of much, ] 1 
portance, I think it incumbent upon m 
remark, that this Medicine is not equal 1 
well prepared in all the Shops. It i 
tended as an Alterative, and, ſhotid in n 
degree act as an Emetic or a; Purge; but 
within this four Months I have met with 
three Caſes where it has operated as both to 
an exceſſive degree; and in each of theſe 
Caſes the Medicine was procur d at different 
Shops of no ſmall Eminence. am ſen⸗ 
ſible that Antimonials are ſomewhat un- 
certain as to their Operation, and I 
once had an Inſtance of its acting with 


ſome Violence without any diſcoverable | 
SEU 
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| "04 But in the three Caſes mentioned a- 


| bove I had reaſon to think the Violence of 
a. was occaſioned by the Pre- 
paration; becauſe the ſame Doſes procured 
from Mr. God and exhibited to the ve- 
Patients, neither vomited nor 


oy 6 
porg d; but acted as a gentle Diaphoretic 
only; an Effect this 1 . . 


== and no other. 


Perhaps it may be fone Reveals | 
_ Mtothe Method here propoſed, if I ſolemnly 


affirm, that I know no Body. dus 18. 


1 (pop Courſe of Mercurials with a 


Vie of relieving the Gout, that is not now 


| \ alive, and in much better Health than before, 


xcept one who kill'd himſelf by exceſſive 
ar _— Mr. Davis men- 
who dy'd of Old Age. 


Wh toes which ſhew that I am not ſingu- 


| þ Memini bic alicujus N qui a ** 1 


area per me ſecundum Methodum prædictam 


* poſtea nullo unguam tempore dolorem 


"$81 podagricum ii iterum perſenfit. Unde Haud male 
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8 . eodem- 


10 conclude this Treatiſe with di: 
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Fe lar in my Opinion with reſpect to the * 4 
4 22 of Mercury in the Gut. 
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